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Introduction

Anthropology is popularly known as a “field science”. This is because in its study of
humans, both socially and biologically, it depends on authenticating its data from real
experiences and knowledge. This reality is captured not by suppositions and theories
but by gathering first hand knowledge on it. This is where fieldwork as an approach
of study comes in.
Traditionally the word “field” indicates the area where the members of the group to
be researched by the investigator, live in. However today, the “field” may also be the
internet, a museum, a school, a library, a hospital, a lab, a market, an urban eating
joint, a virtual space etc. The “field” becomes the readymade laboratory for the
researcher. Fieldwork is investigation in anthropology where the researcher stays in
or visits the place of investigation for long periods of time, not less than a year,
receives firsthand experience and collects data. Powdermaker defines fieldwork as
“the study of people and of their culture in their natural habitat. Anthropological
fieldwork has been characterised by the prolonged residence of the investigator, his
participation in and observation of the society, and his attempt to understand the
inside view of the native people and to achieve the holistic view of a social scientist”
(cited in Robben and Sluka 2007: 7). Others like Luhrmann points out that,
“Anthropology is the naturalist’s trade: you sit and watch and learn from the species
in its natural environment” (1989”: 15).
Fieldwork is equally important to the socio-cultural anthropologists, the physical
anthropologists and the archaeological anthropologists. It is one methodology they
follow in their distinct branches throughout their academic lifetime due to the
remarkable awareness it provides. Anthropologists depend on fieldwork as their
ultimate source of gathering valid data. It is because as Srivastava puts it, “compared



to the other methods, fieldwork yields a lot of data about the lifestyles of people and
the meaning they attribute to their actions. Fieldwork also teaches the distinction
between ‘what people think’, ‘what people say’, ‘what people do, and ‘what people
say they ought to have done’ (2004: 11).

Methods and Tools of Data Collection

As per the syllabus of Vidyasagar University following methods have beeen used in
collecting data from field.

1)Observation

Observlation is the basic method of obtaining information about social phenomena
under investigation.All of us are constantly engaged in observation. However, all
such observations are not scientific observations. Observations become a method of
data collection when it is planned in accordance with the purpose of research and
recorded systematically keeping in mind the validity and reliability of observed data.
There are numerous situations where this method of observation is considered as
most appropriate. Say for example, a researcher who is interested in understanding
the behaviour of children who cannot speak, necessarily, has to depend on thi's
method of observation. Many aspects of our behaviour are so much a part of life that
it t_:ecomes difficult to translate it into words. Many a time, a researcher faces
resistance from respondents being studied. Sometimes, people do not cooperate with
the researcher and show their unwillingness to respond to the questions of the
researcher. Although observations cannot always overcome such resistance, it is
relatively the most appropriate method of data collection in such situations.

The method of observations serves variety of research objectives. Exploratory
objectives are worth mentioning here. A researcher can explore some aspects of his
main research question or can gain insight into the research problem and develop the
basis for his hypothesis. It may also be used to collect supplementary information that
would help interpret findings obtained by other methods.

Types of Observations

There are several types of observations varying from completely unstructured to
structured, pre-coded, formal procedures to suit the needs of researchers and the
overall objectives of the research problems. Structured Observations

Structured observations take into consideration a clear and specific definition of the
units to be observed and data to be recorded. This is possible only when the problem
is well formulated. However, in exploratory studies the researcher does not know in
advance which dimension of the problem will be relevant. Structured observations
are mostly used in studies designed to describe a problem or to test causal hypothesis.
The use of structured observation procedures presupposes that the researcher knows
what aspects of the study-are relevant to his research objectives and is in a position,
therefore, to plan the recording of observations before he starts data collection.
Unstructured Observations

In a practical situation it is often not possible to plan out the 'observation' process in
advance. Particularly in case of exploratory studies, the researcher does not have
enough clues to structure his observations, which may call for changes in what he
observes. Such changes are characteristics of unstructured observation. Since thg“



unstructured observations are flexible it allows for changes in the focus from time to
time if and when reasonable clues warrant such changes.

Participant Observations

Participant observation involves sharing the life of the group under study by the
researcher. In other words, participant observation is an attempt to put both the
observer and the observed on the same side by making the observer a member of the
group so that he can experience what they experience and work within their frame of
reference. In particular, the researcher becomes a member of the community being
observed by him.

Non-participant Observations

On the contrary, non-participant observation is characterised by a lack of
participation by the observer in the life of the group that a researcher is observing. In
other words, in non-participant observations the observer has detached role and
records without any attempt on his part to participate in the interaction process with
the group being observed.

2)Interview

The interview is a verbal interaction between the researcher and the respondents. This
method has been a widely used method of data collection. This method involves
presentation of verbal questions orally and collecting oral verbal responses. Many
feel that the best way to find out why people behave as they do is to question them
about their behaviour directly by interviewing them. In this method, the interviewer
asks questions in a face-to-face contact (generally) to the interviewee, the person who
is being interviewed who gives answers (mostly) to these questions. Interview has
been a widely used method of data collection so far as, information about the social
background, opinion, attitudes, changes in relations are concerned.

Types of Interview

Interview has been classified in different ways. One way of classification of
interviews is based on their functions, such as diagnostic interviews often used for
clinical purposes. The other way of classification of interviews is the number of
persons participating in the interview process, for example, individual interview or
group interviews. Yet another basis of classifying interviews is the format used for
interview, for example, structured and non-structured. Any one of the bases can be
relied on to classify the various types of interviews just mentioned above. Most
probably, the easiest and most convenient way to classify them is the degree to which
they are structured.

The Structured Interviews

As the name suggests, structured interviews maintain some control over the
respondents. Nevertheless, considerable flexibility is permitted in deciding the extent
to which interviews should be structured. First and foremost area, through which an
interview is structured, is the questions and its responses. The questions in an
interview are regulated to get appropriate responses. In so far as responses are
concerned they are regulated and controlled by giving multiple choices to the
interviewee. To achieve this, first the questions have to be in order and focussed to
get reliable and appropriate responses; if is beneficial to ask questions in same order

from one interview to another interview.



The Unstructured Interviews
In unstructured interviews.questionsare not ordered in a particular way. The order of

questions is not fixed. In other words the order of questions followed in one interview
may not be followed in the next interview. Even the questions asked are not worded

in the same way.

Group Interview
In an interview we call for questioning-each individual separately. Where as in group

interviews, we interview more than one individual at a time. In a group interview as
many as eight to ten people may discuss the subject matter of an investigation under
the direction of an interviewer. However, such interviews are more satisfactory as a
source of hypotheses or as a way of gathering information about the group, they do
not ordinarily yield systematic information from every individual in the group on
each point covered in a personal interview.

Questionnaire

Questionnaire enlists questions, which translate the research objectives into specific
questions. The question must also encourage the respondent so that the necessary data
is obtained. It is to these two ends that the question becomes the focus around which
the questionnaire is constructed. One of the major issues involved in formulating the
question is its content. The major issues on which questions may be concerned are
facts, opinions, attitudes, respondents' motivation, and their level of acquaintance
with a research problem.

3) Case Study

A comprehensive study of a social unit - a person, a group, a social institution, a
community is called a case study. It is a study to determine social process; the
complexity of factors, their sequences and interrelationships. It is an exhaustive study
of a social unit.

In case study information (commonly known as case data) may be gathered
exhaustively of an entire life cycle of a social unit or a definite section of it. Whether
a section or the whole of a life is studied, the aim is to ascertain the natural history,
that 1s, an account of the generic development of a person or group, or whatever
constitutes the social unit in a particular study, revealing the factors that modeled the
life of the unit within its cultural setting (Young, 1966). Because of its aid in studying
behaviour in specific, precise detail,

4)Life History Method
The term °‘life history research’ is used here to refer to the collection and

interpretation of personal histories or oral testimonies, collected during an interview
process, for the purpose of understanding. Robert explains, “the changing experiences
and outlooks of individuals in their daily lives, what they see as important, and how
to provide interpretations of the accounts they give of their past, present and future”.
(Roberts, 2002, p. 1)

In the past three decades, interest in life history research — the collection and
interpretation of personal histories or testimonies — in the social sciences has
continually grown (Roberts, 2002). For some, life history research reflects a turn
away from objectivity and a privileging of subjectivity and positionality. For others,
life histories provide a rich source of data that enable researchers to explore the life
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course and to examine the relationships between cause and effect, and agency and
structure.

5)Genealogical Method

It was developed by WHR Rivers, in the study of the Melanesian Society .This methd
is very useful in the study of kinship,family, and marriage .Genealogy is a prominent
building block in the social organization ,where people live and work each day with
their close kin. Anthropologist need to collect Genealogical data to understand
current social relations and to reconstruct history. There ate some specific symbols

used in this method for convenience.
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Due to development of science and technologies by using devices like cameras,
mobiles etc different types of audios and videos recordings are applied to record the
folk songs, dances and other details of the lifestyle of the people under study. The
scientifiv development has given rise to this method which is known as Visual

Anthropology.

Objectives of present work

The objective of present work is to do a village study as per the syllabus of the
Vidyasagar University for the BSc. Semester I (Honours) which guides the students
to undertake compulsory Field work in the form of training as Methods and

Techniques of social Anthropology.
For the purpose of this study , Village Chandabila which comes under Jhargram

assembly & parliamentary constituency has been selected.



The Area

Jhargram is a district in the state of West Bengal, India. It was formed on 4 April
2017, after splitting from the Paschim Medinipur district as the 22nd district of West
Bengal. The district has its headquarters at Jhargram. Jhargram is famous for its
wooded beauty and topography culminating in the hill ranges of Belpahari,
Kankrajhor to the north and Subarnarekha to the south. It is a favorite destination for
people who love forests. The ancient temples, royal palaces, and folk tunes and
rhythms make this area attractive. The West Bengal Government is planning to
establish Jhargram as an independent district.

Jhargram is located at 22.45° N 86.98° E. It has an average elevation of 81 metres
(265 feet). The weather, like much of Bengal, is extremely humid and tropical.
Temperatures can reach as high as 46 ° C in the hot and dry months of May and June
but can plummet to 4 ° C in the chilly nights of December and January.

Presently the forests of Jhargram Division are situated in the Civil Sub-division of
Jhargram of Paschim Medinipur District and cover the Civil Blocks viz. Binpur-I (the
portion on the West of the Kangsabati river), Binpur-II, Jhargram, Jamboni,
Gopiballavpur-I & Gopiballavpur-II and police stations of Belpahari, Binpur,
Jamboni, Jhargram, Gopiballavpurand Beliyabera. The Jhargram Forest Division lies
between 21° -52' and 22° -48' North latitudesand 86° -34’ and 87° -20’ East longitude
approximately. On the North it is bordered with the civil districts of Purulia and
Bankura and on the East it is bordered by the river Kangsabati (from the western
border of Midnapore Division) and partly by the river Subarnarekha from the western
border of Kharagpur Division. It is having common borders with the State of Orissa
on the Southand on the West with the Jharkhand State.
The headquarters of this Division is Jhargram which is around 15 km. away from the
National Highway-6 (popularly known as Bombay Road) and is situated on the
Kolkata-Bombay main line of the South-Eastern Railway. The town is also the
ieadquarters of Jhargram sub-division. The distance of Jhargram from Kolkata is
ipproximately 200 km.

'he Chota Nagpur Plateau gradually slopes down creating an undulating area with
nfertile laterite rocks/ soil. The entire area is drought prone with a particularly severe
rought situation. Jhargram district covers an area of 3,037.64 km2 and had a
opulation of 1,136,548 in the 2011 census. 96.52% of the total population was rural
nd only 3.48% was urban population. 20.11% of the total population belonged to
“heduled castes and 29.37% belonged to scheduled tribes

argram district covers an area of 3,037.64 km2 and had a population of 1,136,548
 the 2011 census. 96.52% of the total population was rural and only 3.48% was
ban population. 20.11% of the total population belonged to scheduled castes and
).37% belonged to scheduled tribes.

argram district has 10 police stations, 8 community development blocks, 8
nchayat samitis, 79 gram panchayats, 2,996 mouzas, 2513 inhabited villages, 1
unicipality and 1 census town. The single municipality is at Jhargram. The census
wn is Silda: The only subdivision, Jhargram Sub-Division, has its headquarters at

argram.
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The village
Name of the village: The name of the village is Chandabila

Historical background of the name
According to some of the villagers the history behind the name of the village as

‘chandabila’ is that in early days the empty Land of tge village used to have the
beautiful view of the moon at night

Location

Chandabila is located within the Jhargram assembly & parliamentary constituency of
the Jhagram district of west Bengal

Soil and surface: Regarding the landform of the village ,it has been found that the

hature prevailing in the village is of plain land . Sandy soil is mostly seen in the
village , apart from that red soil is also found.

Common Flora

The village has a dense presence of bamboo trees, besides that other trees like sal.
teak, neem etc are also found

Common fauna

The domesticated animals observed in the village are cows, buffaloes, goat , pigs
etc .some poultries like hen, duck etc are also found. Apart from that common birds
like crow, sparrow, koel etc are also there . People of the village says the since it is
located near to the forest od jhagram , elephat are seen on the roads sometimes .

Roads and Lanes

The village has a well developed main road made up of pitch .The lanes and bylanes
are also made up of concrete materials.

Communication and Transport

The village is not very much far from the Thargram town. The bus stop is less than
Skm from the village and nearest Railway station is Jhargram station which is also
not far.Many types of vehicles has been seen in the village like toto, cycle, bike, car
ete.

Educational facilities

There is a Sishu Shiksha Kendra in the village names as Chandabila Sishu Shiksha
Kendra which provides learning from class I- IV, apart from that it provides mid day
meal to the children studying in school , since last few days there also getting fruits
with midday meal , some health facilities like health check up and providion of iron
tables are also done in SSk . A part of the premise of SSK is used as ICDS during
early morning hours since the school runs durin afternoon. For further schooling ,
there are two schools at a distance of about 1- 1.5 km from the village , the name of
those schools are Bani Tritho Highet Seconday School and Ashoka Vidyapeeth.
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Health facilities

The health facilities in the village is mainly availed from Jhargram town since the
village is not far from the town . For their illness they go to Jhargram superspeciality
Hospital . Apart from that there is a Homeopathy clinic in the village that runs four
days a week for free . Asha workers takes care of the pregnant women and children

and does some basic check ups as required , they also provide medicines as supplied
by the government.

Electricity supply

The village has a good electricity supply to all the households. Apart from that street
lights , lamp posts has also been observed.

Water Resource

Thg water is supplied to the village through pipelines connection by government
which runs for fixed time and duration , every body in the village has to collect water
from those government taps. According to the villagers they face crisis in terms of
water resource as there are only few connection provided by the goverment rest of the

pipeline work is incomplete. A pond is also there in the village and few dried wells
has been observed.

Main Econmic Pursuits

The people of the village earns their living by doing various types of work as daily
wage earners .Few people of the village runs small shops for grocery items. The type
of work they do ad daily labour are in building and construction work, mud cutting,
agricultural labour , in factories, some also works as driver in goods supply vans .
Apart from that some men and women are also engaged in forest collection .Some of
them are also engaged in animal husbandry and earns from that .

Religious Festivals
The people of the village celebrates Sitala Puja, Makar sankranti, Manasha puja and

Saraswati puja

Leisure and Recreation
The people of the village sits and gossips during leisure hours . Youngsters are mostly

busy in smart phones during free times since internet and smart phones have managed
to enter people’s life.They also do birds hunting occasionally which was earlier one

of their occupation

Disposal of Dead bodies . .
There is a cremation ground within the village which also has a pond located nearby.



The people

For the purpose of present study , one of the hamlet of the chandabila village has
been selected. The hamlet is totally inhabited by the people of Lodha
community .Demographic data from forty households has been collected.

Table 1:Classification of the village population based on sex and sex ratio

Male Female Total Sex ratio = F/M X 1000

104 95 199 913

From the above table it can be seen that out of total 199 individual i 104 are males
and 95 are females . It is also evident from the table that the sex ratio of the village is
913 females per thousand males , which is less than the india. Standard ratio ( 943
females per thousand males as per 201 1census)

Table 2:Age sex composition

Age group in years Male (%) Female(%) Total (%)
0-4 7.04 3.52 10.56
5-9 452 3.02 7.54
10-14 5.53 4.02 9.55
15-19 7.04 6.55 13.59
20-24 352 5.03 8.55
25-29 4.02 4.02 8.04
30-34 5.08 3.02 8.05
3539 402 35 754
40-44 3.02 3.02 6.04
45-49 201 2.01 4.02
50-54 1.01 2.51 3.52
55-59 201 2.01 4,02
60-64 2,51 3.5 6.02
65-69 ; 1.51 151
70-74 0.50 - 0.50
75.79 0.50 0.50 1.00
52.28 47.72 100

Total



From the above table it can be seen that it consists of 16 categories classified on the
basis of age groups ; the lowest age group is taken as below 4 years of age and the
hlgl:jest categories are above 75 years to 79 years . It is again classified on the basis of
gender.

It can be seen from the table that out of total 199 individual that is 100 percent
popul.atlon 52.28 percent are male while 47.72 percent are female . In case of male
the nighest number of individual falls in the age group of 0-4 years as well as 15-19
years while in case of female the highest number of individual falls in the category of
15-19 years as similar to male but it has also been found that female individual below
4 years of age are very less in percentage as compared to their male counterparts.

Table 3:Literacy standard of the village population in percentage(%)

Category  Pre- l-v V-Vl IX- X XI-XIl Graduate llletrate
primary/
ICDS
MALE ! 12.14 13.08 15.89 9.34 0.93 - 0.93 47.69
FEMALE 4.39 18.68 | 8.79 | 5.49 2.19 | 1.09 50.17

The above table shows gender wise classification of literacy standard . The
percentage is. Calculated on the basis of total number of individual in each category
of male and female. It can be seen that illetracy is pretty high in both the gender.
There is a sharp decline in percentage after class X specially in case of male
population , one of the reason found is that they drop out of education to work and
earn and 1n case of girls it has been found that they drop out to get married.

Table 4: Marital status of the people

Widowed Divorced Total

Catatiory Unmaried  Manied
Female | 38(40%) 50(52.63%)  7(7.37%) : 95(100%)
Male 5048.08%)  50(48.08%) | - 4(3.84%) 104(100%)

From the above table it can be seen that out of total female that is 95 individual 38 %

percent are unmarried, most of them in this category are children while 48.08 percent
of males are unmarried. It has been found that all the widowed were females while all

the divorced among them has been found to be males.

Table 5:Sex wise distribution of population based on age at first marriage

Category 11- 15 years 16-20 years 21-25 years 26-30 years 30 plus

Female 27(47.36%)  28(49.12%)
Male 1o(@220%)  26(48.15%)

2(3.50%)
15(27.75%)  1(1.84%) ,




The percentage of age at first marriage has been calculated by the married people
which includes divorced and widowed also. The unmarried individual has been
excluded from this calculation of percentage . From this table it can be seen that
people of the Chandabila village have the custom of getting married at an early age ,
none of them have been found to cross the age of 30 before getting married.Everyone
irrespective of gender marries before attaining the age of thirty



Economic pursuit of the people

The ReQPle of chandabila village are mostly not land holders, their main economic
pursuit 1s working as daily labour or wage earners in different fields . In most of the
househo!d it has been found that both men and women waorks as daily labour .Some
of the primary occupation they are mostly engaged in are as follows

Agricultural Labours

Paddy is the maip agricultural product in the district, most of them work as labours
during paddy cultivation in different areas of the district.

Technology of paddy cultivation

Loc_a_tion of plntl * The plot for paddy cultivation is selected on the basis of the
fem.ht}’_Of the soil .Direction of the wind may also be taken into account, for easy
POlll_llljalUOn, the plot is selected against the direction of the flow of the wind if
possible

Preparation of ridge: The ridge is formed by collecting the dugged soil on each side
of th plot . All the weeds are collected at the lower layer with dugged soil on the
above edges are selected and then levelled by hitting with hoe.The weeds are mainly
formed to make a border of the plot, it also helps to store water

Ploughing and Levelling: At first the field is manured a month before plantation
and after four months he plot is watered and ploughed for 1st plough , them 2nd
ploughing is done on the next day .After ploughing Levelling is done and left for 3-4
days under water , after that 4th plough is given and then levelling is done

Transplantation: A small hole is made on the soil by a sickle and the bundle of
seedlings of paddy are planted one by one in a sequence at a fixed gap .

Spraying of insecticides: for protection against the pest the insecticides are sprayed
first time potash is given, then urea and again urea further

Harvesting : The grown paddy becomes reddish in colour and bent towards the is cut
to avoid breaking which is also called harvesting

Carrying of paddy: 20-25 paddy makes a bundle .These bundles are tied again and
carried to owner house on head

Threshing: to separate the crops Threshing is done in the by holding the bundles in
hand and continuously beating on the ground . Nowadays threshing machine are also

used .

Collection from forest

many people of the village does collection work, since at some distance from the

village there lies forests of jhargram . They collect firewood anbc\i ‘i?&l'i.}gaves-fmm the
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forest for their consumption and also to sell it . Leaves brought from the forest are
also used to make plates of sal leaves .tree barks are also collected and sold.

Fishing

Fishing is also one of their occupation, they collect fish from the ponds and canals , it
is usually done during rainy season . The collected fish are either consumed by them ,

they also sell the fish by moving door to door.the implements used for fishing are
fishing nets locally termed as fika jal , chaki jal etc.



Life cycle and its Rituals : Birth, Marriage , Death .

The meaning of life cycle according to Anthropologist who look at the life cycle are
more likely to describe the four basic stages of the life cycle as birth , puberty,
marrage and death and to describe how people in differnt parts of the world think
about these and practices associated with them.

Birth

Birth is a natura] phenoeon an is universal in nature. It pccurs in all forms of kife but
the human being relate rituals and ceremonies to these natural facts. The task of
Anthropologist is to find out the significance of the rituals and ceremonies to
birth.Almost all the ocieties, rural, tribal, urban etc performs the rituals which are
culture specific. The fact has to be traced out by asking direct and indirect questions
to the female folk under study.

Case study on Birth
Name of the informant/ mother:

According to the mother child is the gift of god . After delay of her menstruation cycle
she told her mother in law , who took her to the Jhargram hospital where pregnancy
was being confirmed after doing pregnancy test. After confirmation Asha worker
came to her and made her a health card .After that she ot iron and folic acid tablet
from asha worker . Every month she has to visit hospital for check up. In terms of
extra care during pregnancy she only avoided lifting heavy weight , rest everything
was as normal days , she only took rest whenever felt sick only. She was staying with
her inlaws and doing all household chores during the entire period of pregnancy

She did not follow any special type of diet .During the entire course she had to follow
some taboos like avoiding going out after dusk, bathing outside , not keeping her hair

open etc.

In the seventh month of pregnancythere is a shradhoshanti puja for the mother and
baby blessing It was done in her in laws home . For the puja the rituals are that her
parents has brought cooked spinach( 7 rokomer saak), some fruits like spple , banana,

grapes, orange guava , pomegranate, sweetlime . Apart from that a type of sweet
( puri pithe ) was akso brought by her parents. Those pithe were distributed to

neighbours.

Those puja was not big to give invitees etc only women comes to see rituals But
those who came were served with rice, luchi, pudding etc.




The delivery was done at Jhargram hospital where she gave birth to a girl. . After
returning from hospital

She had to follow a
mother and child .
celebration.

pollution period of 21 days ,after that special bath were given to
The name giving ceremony was held in that day with a small

Marriage

All societies known today have te custom of marriage
ipproved sexual nand economic union usually between a man and a woman that is

presumed to be permanent and that subsumes reciprocal rights and obligations
between the two Spouses and their children

. Marriage is a socially

Genral information on Marriage of the people of chandabila

Ways of acquiring mate: The people of chandabila acquires mate by two means ,
one is marriage by negotiation where bride and groom are selected by negotiation
between parents of both ride and groom. In this type of marriage generally
matchmaker in the form of relatives , friends , neighbours etc are involved between
them. The second way is Marriage by elopement where both boy and girl who likes

cach other runs away from their home and marry each other against their parents
permission.

Economic aspect of Marriage: 1t is only found in the form of gifts more by the
bride side generally.

Rituals before marriage: They have a custom of doing Ashirvaad ceremony before
marriage , In this ceremony at first people from grooms house goes to brides house to
give her blessing and some gifts in the form of saree, garlands , dhuba grass and
sweets. After few days people from brides family goes to grooms family to give

blessing and gifts in the form of clothing like dhudi, ganjee, garlands ,sweets etc.
Thus Ashirvaad ceremony are completed.

Ritual in the house of Grooms on Marriage Day: In grooms house the marriage
ceremony completes in 3 days .On first day the, a feast gets organised for the groom
where he gets a special meal from his family ,this is called Aiburobhaat. On the
second day The groom and his family goes t brides house to perform marriage . A fest
is organised by the brides family for them . After completing all the customs and
performing marriage they take th bride along with t_hem to their home.on the third day
the grooms family organises feast to celebrate marriage

Rituals In the house of the bride: In the brides home the marriage ritual takes place
for two days On the first day Aiburobhaat is organised for the bride where special
meal 1s arranged for her. The second day is the marrigge day . On that day the groom
and his family comes to brides house and all the marriage ritual are performed . Their
family arranges feast for them and then after completion of marriage she goes to
grooms house . Thus completes their union.
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Death

Like bi}'th death is also a universal phenomenon of life. An Anthropologist has to find
out various customs, behaviour, taboos etc related to death of a person.

Concept of death: The
the body of a person to
concept of death,

people of the village believe that whenever soul departs from
god , death occurs. They are alo aware about the biological

Situation in the house of the deceased and connected rituals: situation in he house
of the deceased are full of grief , closed ones weeps and laments for the loss of their
closed person. The body is kept on a wooden cart that could be carried, the body is
washed with water and covered in white clothes sheet .The nose of the body are
covered with cotton .Tulsi leaves are kept over the eyes, if the deceased person

lt'_lappens to be a married woman , her forhead is given vermilion and alta is put on
cet.

C_arrying of dead body: The body is carried to cremation ground whic is there in the
village on people shoulder from four sides .The sons performs the rites , if the
deceased person has no son then others does on his behalf,

The cremation : The wood for burning are already bought and made ready before
body reached the cremation ground , the the body is kept on wooden pyre and then
covered with wood .the body is then cremated .

Mourning period: After the funeral everybody takes bat before entering the home on
that day they only eat boiled rice. The mourning period continues for 13 days .During
those period the people from deceased lineage eats only vegetarian food. The person
who performed the cremation ritual eats food without oil and spices

Conclusion of Mourning period: the mourning period concludes after 13 days, that
marks the end of pollution period .on that day a puja is held at the cremation ground.
From the next day they are able to eat their regular food. A small feast is organised by
some families on the next day.



Concluding Observation
The present study has been conducted in the Village Chandabila which comes

under Jhargram assembly & parliamentary constituency. The present study has been
mad; as a purpose of training of fieldwork where a brief study on the context of
Socio-Economic life of

the people has been done.Chandabila is located within the
-;hal‘gnlim assembly & parliamentary constituency of the Jhagram district of west
engal.

The village is not very much far from the Jhargram town. The bus stop 1s less than

Skm from the village and nearest Railway station is Jhargram station which is also

not far.Many types of vehicles has been seen in the village like toto, cycle. bike. car
etc.

For the purpose of present study . one of the hamlet of the chandabila village has
been selected. The hamlet is totally inhabited by the people of Lodha
community .Demographic data from forty households has been collected.out of total
199 individual i 104 are males and 95 are females . It is also evident from the table
that the sex ratio of the village is 913 females per thousand males , which is less than
the india. Standard ratio ( 943 females per thousand males as per 2911 census).It has
glso be found that illetracy is pretty high in both the gender. There is a sharp decline
in percentage after class X specially in case of male population , one of the reason

found is that they drop out of education to work and earn and in case of girls it has
been found that they drop out to get married.

The people of the village eams their living by doing various types of work as daily
wage eamers .Few people of the village runs small shops for grocery items. The type
of work they do ad daily labour are in building and construction work. mud cutting.
agricultural labour , in factories, some also works as driver in goods supply vans .
Apart from that some men and women are also engaged in forest collection .Some of
them are also engaged in animal husbandry and eams from that .

The people of the village sits and gossips during leisure hours . Youngsters are mostly

busy in Smart phones during free times since internet and smart phones have
managed to enter people’s life.
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Introduction

funcnonallsm argues that society is like a biological organism with
;’Li??:}nzizdtpt;m held together by a 'value consensus'. The individual is ot
a mnctiopn innmaii:at-h? society or the organism; each part performs 2 V_ital. rile,
society. FL;nctionalistmmg balance and social equilibrium for'the_ con UERi o]
s et fh S argue tlhat education is an important social institution that

P the needs of society and maintain stability. We are all part of the
same organism, .and education performs the function of creating a sense of
identity by teaching core values and allocating roles.

Education and value consensus

Functionalists believe that every prosperous and advanced society is based on a
value consensus - a shared set of norms and values everyone agrees on and is
expected Fo commit to and enforce. For functionalists, society is more important
thaln the. individual. Consensus values help establish a common identity and
build unity, cooperation, and goals through moral education.

functilonalists examine social institutions in terms of the positive role they play
in society as a whole. They believe education serves two main functions, which
they call 'manifest' and 'latent'.

Manifest functions

Manifest functions are intended functions of policies, processes, social patterns,
and actions. They are deliberately designed and stated. Manifest functions are
what institutions are expected to provide and fulfil.

Examples of the manifest functions of education are:

»  Change and innovation: Schools are sources of change and innovation;
they adapt to meet societal needs, provide knowledge, and act as keepers
of knowledge. :

Socialisation: Education is the main agent of secondary socialisation. It
teaches pupils how to behave, function, and navigate society. Pupils are
taught age-appropriate topics and build their knowledge as they go
through education. They learn and develop an understanding of their own
identities and opinions and society's rules and norms, which are influenced
by a value consensus.

Social control: Education is an agent of social control in which
socialisation occurs. Schools and other educational institutions are

responsible for teaching pupils things that society values, such as




. S

obedience, perseverance, unctuality, and disciplin

compliant members of socigty, 7 pline, so they become
Role al]ocz'ltion: Schools and other educational institutions are responsib]
for preparing people and sorting them for their future roles in Socs-l -
Education allocates people to appropriate jobs based on how well the lcrtjy :
academically and their talents. They are responsible for identifyin Ytho
most qualified people for the top positions in society. This is also ref%rr cEI:
to as 'social placement’, ¢
Transmission of culture: Education transmits the norms and values of the
dominant culture to pupils to mould them and help them assimilate into

society and accept their role

\Mahatma Gandhi opined that "Iliteracy is a curse in our country” and the lack
rsal illiteracy is one of the major factors which has thwarted total
ent in India since independence. As per 2011 census, literacy rate in
been reported as 74.04% with a 14% increase to that in 2001,whereas
the hike is maximum for rural women at 26% in the last decade, which may be
attributed to literacy mission of Government of India. Overall female literacy
rate in India much lower than that of male literacy rate. The female literacy
levels according to the Literacy Rate 2011 census are 65.46% whereas the male
literacy rate is over 80%. The adult literacy rate (15+) for male has increased
from 73.4 to 78.8 whereas increase in adult literacy is more in case of females
from 47.8 to 59.3 from 2001 to 2011. In 2011, just half of the rural adult
females are literate against 76.9% urban females. 88.3% Urban adult males are
literate against 74.1 rural adult males. (Source: Census of India, Office of
Registrar General, India.For 195 1, the population male , female and persons
refers to effective literacy rates and the break up of Rural, Urban and male-
female components are crude literacy rates.)

National Council of Teacher Education (NCTE) The National Council for
Teacher Education, in its previous status since 1973, was an advisory body for
the Central and State Governments National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986
and Indian School Education System the Programme of Action thereunder,
envisaged a National Council for Teacher Education with statutory status and
necessary resources as a first step for overhauling the system of teacher
education. NCTE is very broad and covers the whole gamut of teacher

education programmes including research and training of persons for equipping

them to teach at preprimary,primary, secondary and senior secondary stages in
schools, and non-formal education,part-time education, adult education and
distance (correspondence) education courses.In addition, many rural

communities lack the professional help, and support, governance structurcs,

of unive
developm
India has



and learning materials that they need to provide the neeessary support
or

ks
bog care for learners.
an

pata and Methodology:
for the purpose of present Stl.ldy Village chandabila , located in the district of
pargram has been selected .Since the village is large in Area a hamlet / para of
Jthc village has been selected .In that hamlet people between the age group of 0-
35 years has been taken ipto account . This age group has been sclected as a
eans of purposive sampling as this age falls into the age group of students in
the area of study
The data which has been collected for Present the study includes the
educa‘fiﬂ‘ﬂal status, infrastn_lcture facilities, resource availability and all the
major aspects of a Educational status study. The following techniques and
methods have been taken into use during the field .

gources of data: The required data was collected from both primary and
secondary. The primary data was collected from direct interaction with the
villagers, During the household segment, the information was extracted either
fom the head of the family or the more responsive and interactive member of
the family. On the other hand the secondary sources are the websites looked
into in order to gather the prior information and the related literature. Both

qualitative and quantitative methods were used.

The two major techniques which proved useful in my study are:
Interview: The interview is a verbal interaction between the researcher and the
respondents. This method has been a widely used method of data collection. This
method involves presentation of verbal questions orally and collecting oral verbal
responses. Many feel that the best way to find out why people behave as they do is to
question them about their behaviour directly by interviewing them. In this method,
the interviewer asks questions in a face-to-face contact (generally) to the interviewee,
the person who is being interviewed who gives answers (mostly) to these questions.
Interview has been a widely used method of data collection so far as, information
about the social background, opinion, attitudes, changes in relations are concerned.
Observation
Obscrvation is the basic method of obtaining information about social phenomena
under investigation.All of us are constantly engaged in observation. However, all
such observations are not scientific observations. Observations become a method of
data collection when it is plafined in accordance with the purpose of research and
recorded systematically keeping in mind the validity and reliability of observed data.
There are numerous situations where. this method of observation is considered as
Eost apprs)priate. Say for example, a researcher who is interested in understanding
¢ behaviour of children who cannot speak, neces @.rj,ly, has to depend on thi's

MWW O ceN
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method of observatiq

it becomes difficy|t [10 t? i aspe‘_:ts of our behaviour are so much a part of life that
resistance ftom respondengs por” i INt0 words. Many a time, a researcher faces
the researcher and shqy, o -8 Studied. Sometimes, people do not cooperate with
researcher. Although ol')::.en,el-r unwillingness to respond to the questions of the
relatively the most aPPI‘Opriatatmns cannot always overcome such resistance, it 18
The method of ObSeWationz Method of data collection in such situations.
objectives are worth mep i SCIVes variety of research objectives. Exploratory

: 0 :
main research question o camng .he_re- A researcher can explore some aspects of his
 8a1n insight intg the research problem and develop the

basis for his hypothes;
would help interpret f;i.dli;;agbilsfo be used to collect supplementary information that
ained by other methods,

Objectives: The objectives of Present study was to

« Find the Educationa] gt
« Rate of dropouts and ;

Findings:

Chandabila is located within the Jhargram assembly & parliamentary constituency of
the Jhagram district of west Bengal. The village has a well developed main road
made up of pitch .The lanes and bylanes are also made up of concrete materials.

The village is not very much far from the Jhargram town. The bus stop is less than
5km from the village and nearest Railway station is Jhargram station which is also
not far.Many types of vehicles has been seen in the village like toto, cycle, bike, car
etc. The people of the village eams their living by doing various types of work as
daily wage earners .Few people of the village runs small shops for grocery items. The
type of work they do ad daily labou_r are in building and con§trucflon work, mud
cutting, agricultural labour , in factories, some also works as driver in gooc.is supply
vans . Apart from that some men al%d women are also engaged in forest
collection .Some of them are also engaged in animal husbandry and earns from that .

» T LV s ) ) )
Fl?;eucgtlonsa_l ;acélli‘itll;ha Kendra in the village names as Chandabila Sishu Shiksha
. e 1s a Sishu o leaming from class I- IV, apart from that it provides mid day

endra which provide = chool , since last few days there also getting fruits

: ing in
mea] to the children smdymglth tacilities like health check up and providion of iron

with midday meal , some hea




tables are also , -
early morning ggﬁf 0 S8k . A part of the premise of SSK is used as ICDS during
there are two schmlS e .the school runs durin afternoon. For further schooling ,

S At a distance of about 1- 1.5 km from the village , the name of

those schools F
are Bani Trithg Highet Seconday School and Ashoka Vidyapeeth.

Table 1:Age sex composition

lAge QrOUpS in years

Male (%) Female (%)
i 642 1.83
o0 14.68 9.17
i) . 7.34 6.42
1520 1 15.60 | 12.62
21-25 ' 15.60 5.50
26-30 ' . i | 0.23
31-35 et 0
Total | 64.23 35.77

For the purpose of present study , one of the hamlet of the chandabila village
has been selected. The hamlet is totally inhabited by the people of Lodha
community . Data about 109 people falling in the age group of 0 to 35 years of
all the households in the hamlets/ para has been collected. From the above table
it can be seen that out of total 109 people whose data has been collected 64.23
percent were male and 35.77 percent were female.The total no of informant has
been further classified into different age category for proper interpretation.
Since the present study has been done to find the educational status of the
people falling in the age level of being students . 35 years of age has been
taken as maximum for convenience of the study

Table 2: Literacy standard of the village' population in percentage(%)

Pre- Primary | Upper Secondary | Higher Higher Illiterate
(1-IV) primary (IX=X) secondary | education
(V-ViII) [ (XI- X11) (Graduatio
| n and
| above)

Category
primary

e oa2 2204 917 1284 3.67 2.75 5.50
— 2.75 12.84 6.42 7.34 1.83 1.83 3.67
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The above Fable shows gender wise classification of literacy standard . The

ercentage 1s. Calculated on the basis of total number of individual in each
category of male ajnd female. It can be seen that illiteracy is pretty high in both
the gender. There is a Shfzn'p decline in percentage after secondary level specially
in case of male population , one of the reason found is that they drop out of
education to Wprk and earn and in case of girls it has been found that they drop
out to get married.

Table 3: Drop out Level of Education

| | % I — . —
' Category | literate Study in |Dropout . | Drop out | Drop out ' Drop out (XI-
e | |continuation (V) (V-VIIl) L IX-X XII)

| Male | 5.50 29.35 6.42 3.67 | " 11.01 1.83
{ Female 3.67 21.10 7.34 -4-.-58 o 4.59 | 0.92

From the above table it can be seen that an attempt has been made to find out
the present context of their education since it has been found that the
percentage in each level of education like pre primary to higher education , but
to know the about the percentage continuing education and those not continuing
at present.Out of total 109 people it has been found that higher percentage in

i the both the cases of male and female is continuing education till the secondary
stage .The highest percentage of dropout is secondary level in male but in
females its in primary level of education .The only reason that has been found
in case of female is they get married at an early age.

Conclusion:

The present study has been conducted in the Village Chandabila which comes
under Jhargram assembly & parliamentary constituency. The present study has been
made as a purpose of training of fieldwork where a brief study on the context of
Educational Status of the people has been done.Chandabila is located within the

Jhargram assembly & parliamentary constituency of the Jhagram district of west

Bengal. :
The village is not very much far from the Jhargram town. The bus stop is less than

5km from the village and nearest Railway station is Jhargram station which is also
~ not far.Many types of vehicles has been seen in the village like toto, cycle, bike, car
- efc,
{,_%For the purpose of present study , one of the hamlet of the chandabila village has
| been selected. The hamlet is totally inhabited by the people of Lodha community ..It
3 Ehas been found that illetracy is pretty high in both the gender. There is a sharp
1ﬂﬁClme in percentage after class X specially in case of male population , one of the
- Teason found is that they drop out of education to work and earn and in case of girls it
has been found that they drop out to get married. “gb 39
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Introduction
Human beings with their innate curiosity and the urge to know what lies beyond

their immediate horizons have ventured to far off places since time
immemorial. Tourism is intrinsic to human desire to travel and explore thus,
being at one point of time or the other has explored as a tourist, be
short vacation, pilgrimage etc. Tourism affects not only the lives of
o visit places as a tourist but also has a huge impact on the spaces
visited that is the host communities their social and economic lives, the natural

environment, artistic productions and so on. Thus, anthropology is intricately

associated with tourism. The focus of tourism anthropology is to understand the

social and cultural aspect of tourism and the behaviours of the tourist (guest)

that effects the host culture.

History of Tourism and Anthropology |

The anthropology of tourism that started in the 1960s and 1970s as a distinct

field of study which is relatively a new branch both within the academic and
he anthropological study of tourism has grown

applied anthropology. T :
impressively since 1970s and early 1980s when Valene Smith (1977), Malcolm
Crick (1995, 1989), Dennison Nash (1977, 1981), Nelson Grabum (1977,

1983a.) and Erik Cohen(1974, 1979b, 1984) among others brought attention to
the field by their contributions. Earlier anthropologists may have been reluctant
to investigate these phenomena because tourism was considered too close to

every human
it going on a
the people wh



what anthropologists do themselves when they are in the field (Crick, 1995).
Tourism was not on the charts of anthropological inquiry until Valene Smith’s
work Hosts and Guests: The Anthropology of Tourism was first published in
1977. Decade later with the second edition of the book in 1989, the
anthropology of tourism had become more popular and was being regarded as a
valid, applied area of study.

Having acquired enough anthropological legitimacy and with the publication of
journals like The Annals of Tourism Research, the anthropology of tourism now
covers a wide range of aspects and themes. Scholars like Philip Pearce 1982,
contributed towards the social psychology of tourism; Graburn 1977, looked at
tourism as a form of escapism or pleasure seeking mechanism, Nash’s work
discussed the consequential aspects of the relationship between tourists and the
host population; Selwyn 1994, studied tourism from the economic, political,
social and cultural contexts; Urry 1990, did a systematic study of tourist
motivation from a social science perspective; Boissevain 1996, did a
longitudinal study of tourism and commoditisation of the host culture; Cohen in
1988 studied the typology of tourists; Dann 1997, in his work had proposed that
research must contribute towards sustainable tourism. These studies have
contributed immensely towards anthropological perspective on tourist.

Anthropological Perspective on Tourism

Anthropological interest in tourism began in the 1970’s and today it is a well-
established area of inquiry with hopeful signs of future development in both
basic and applied research. As a subject, tourism fits easily into anthropological
concerns as both the disciplines involve humans and their culture. The study of
tourism in anthropology has arisen from an anthropological concern with
culture contact and culture change.

Anthropologists began to see the tourist, ‘as an agent of contact between
cultures and directly or indirectly the cause of change particularly in the less
developed regions of the world (Nash 1989: 37). In their studies on tourism,
anthropologists have tried to define tourism as a form of ‘leisure activity’ and
tourist to be ‘leisured travelers’. With this preliminary understanding it is now
known that tourism is to be seen as a practice and tourists are seen as people
who travel to other places where they encounter hosts and such a give-and-take
affects the tourists, their hosts and their home cultures. And also, this touristic
activity can become a touristic system as it is embedded in the larger social
context (Nash 1981: 462).

The anthropologists initially limited their concerns with the transactions
between the tourists and the hosts, studied the culture contact and its influences
particularly on the host society and this touristic influence had practical
implications for host governments and international agencies who were
involved in development. But further research revealed that it was this one-
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;lded conclusion seen from a host country’s Po“_:lt of Wi‘:; iou:::ﬁ Wag Seen
= b‘?th good and bad sides, As Cohen (19792: 32) In ; thq: £ I the g
o tourism on a Thai upland village, initially had opmed that te mﬂUenc%
tourism on the region was bad for the Thai host, but after the conglus_lon of f
Study he was of the opinion that tourism would not have 2 destructive impagy 0;
the. host society in the near future. ,
Using the lens of tourism, anthropologists have asked many questiong, 0
cxample, Nash (1981) has talked of cross-cultural meanings of work and |, "
and according to him tourists might be thought of as people at leisyg,
tourism as the activities they engage in while in this state. Nunez (1989) hag
Studied the dynamics and impacts of intercultural contact between tourigtg ;-
locals and Mansperger (1995) showed how indigenous societies change »5
become integrated in tourism market. During1990’stheshiftwastowardsthejgg
of conserving natural areas and cultural traditions for thf: benefit of locg] hog
communities (Eadington and Smith 1992; Honey 1999; Lindberg 1991).
The studies done by anthropologists can be divided conc;ptually into ty,
halves, one that focuses on understanding the origins of tourism and the ofhg,
that aims to analyse the impacts of tourism. The studies done about the origiyg
of tourism (Adler 1989; Towner and Wall 1991) or why people travel as toyrig
in the modern era (Mac Cannell 1976) or why some tourists seek particyly
kinds of destinations or experiences (Cohen 1988) tend to focus on tourists g
thus, we lack an understanding of the local host population. On the other side,
when we examine the impacts of tourism the work tends to focus more on
. locals than on tourists leading to partial analysis. For instance, studies haye
e revealed how communities tend to change in the aftermath of tourism or hoy
~ Jocal economies tend to become either strengthened from employment
ities (Mansperger 1995) or made more dependent on tourist dollas
an 1983). Also, how the local traditions and values become meaningless
wood 1977) or more significant (Van den Berghe 1994) once they_are
modified in tourism. While examining the impacts of toursm
it .""g;- pologists have often written ethnographic accounts of how tourigm has
sted the host communities. The effects of tourism on the economic aid.
_cultural landscapes of the host community have recorded signs lik
.4 human behavior, changes in the infrastructure, employment a
>mic situation, environmental changes, changes in the built environmetl

t of Tourism

of research has been directed on the fuller understanding of.the
rism. It has been recorded that although the impacts of t-ourlsml
and negative, they may be evaluated differently by dlffe’“?
‘may be considerable disagreement as to what is acaly

sirable. The major stimulus for the development of tourism
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economic and it was understood that tourism was a powerful benefi;
for economic and social change. The tourism industry stimulated emtcial g
entn?preneurial activity and modified land use and economic smctﬁroymem,
studies have emphasised the economic benefits that accrue to the ¢ . M.OSt
areas particularly the developing countries which usually have loweg]tmatwn
income, uneven distribution of wealth and income, high lvf:ve\l“c:l =
unemplpyment, heavy dependence on agriculture and subsistence ac:ti\rit'e A
evaluation of the economic impact provided valuable information that l%lalsr-thAn
helped in the formulation of tourism development policies. Many deve| iz
countries and remote destinations that have opened up as tourist dr’cstin:;)tll']mg
have seen economic changes especially in the employment pattern sjﬁns
tourism is a labour intensive service industry, it employs large number t;f senf'e
skilled and unskilled labour who with little training join this hospitality indys d
either as tourist guides, tour operators, transporters etc. Many farmers and Watr:
earners leave the agricultural jobs to pursue more lucrative jobs in tourism %n
urban areas.
The structural change from agriculture to tourism also creates changes in land
use patterns. Anthropological studies have revealed that though it created wage
labour opportunities, yet it destroyed agriculture and subsistence activities,
Mansperger (1995) analysed how tourism among Pacific islanders led to the
cessation of subsistence activities and made locals more dependent on the
outside world. Rosenberg (1988) argued that tourism contributed to the demise
of agriculture in a small mountain village in France, where grazing animals
came to be used mainly for clearing ski slopes. Tourism also increases the
competition for land, raising land prices and also contributing towards the
of landholdings. For instance, tourism may result in escalating

fragmentation
real estate prices which may create difficulty for locals who intend to purchase

property.
The research emphasis on the positive economic impacts of tourism has

contributed to the widespread optimism among policy makers concerning the
potential of tourism to stimulate economic development. But it is seen that
various economic benefits come with a variety of costs which have been largely
ignored by the policy makers. Anthropologists have researched on the changing
economies, high inflation and land speculation, over-dependence on outside
economies, problems due to seasonal nature of the industry etc. to show that we
need to have a more balanced perspective and measure both benefits and costs.

Religious Tourism
Religion, rituals, sacred spaces etc., since the early time

the anthropologists and sociologists. Durkheim’s
Religious Life (1912) puts forward the Functional theo
form of religion has ritual performances, that are a ce

s have been explored by
Elementary Forms of
ry that even the simpllcst
lebration of the society



itself and which bring about social solidarity. Following the cue given by
Durkheim, MacCannell (1976:13 cf. Graburn 1983: 12) claims that tourism “js
a ritual performed to the differentiations of [modem complex] society”. A
tourist needs to visit other places because they are different and provide an
experience not available to the tourist at his or her native place. One can also
apply Van Gennep’s theory of rites de passage, to the tourist experience.
Gennep has described the three stage of transitional rituals, first of separation
(from the ordinary day to day life), second, liminality (derived from the concept
of crossing over the threshold in Latin (limen) where the person has been
inscribed with a new role different from the everyday life and finally the third
stage _of reincorporation, whereby after the ritual period the person is re-
established in the society and takes up normal day to day activities. In terms of
tourism Turner, applied the concept of liminality, the segregation or the central
period of a ritual, and suggested that it is most appropriate for truly religious, or
societally comprehensive phenomena.
The concept of liminal is best illustrated when pilgrimage is undertaken to
renowned religious destinations like Mecca for ‘Hajj’ undertaken by Muslims
or the pilgrimage to Kumbh Mela by the Hindus. The preparations like fasting,
abstention and self- purification that is done for such religious pilgrimages can
be called as liminal period in the real sense. The tourist first separates from day
to day life, first stage; then he or she goes into a stage of ascetic and
contemplative mood and enters the liminal stage and finally after returning
fmm pilgrimage, they go back to day to day life, so it is the third stage of re-
incorporation. Liminality in secular tourism and leisure activities may be called
liminoid (Turner 1977: 43-46 cf. Graburn 1983: 14) to distinguish it from the
rigorously imposed liminality for important pilgrimages. |
- For many millennia people have made pilgrimages to cities, shrines, rivers,
" mountains. Cities around the world have developed religious tourism, either
ause they are considered sacred or have sacred centers like famous temples
- churches, or because they are places from where miracles have been reported
(¢.g. Fatima in Portugal, Lourdes in France).
irthermore, while pilgrimages are usually associated with religious events or
calities, tourism anthropology has also looked at the concept of sacred and
netery tourism. Here the concept of sacred is broadened to include the
redness assigned to important political or other secular events, that may be
ched to emotions like patriotism or even family pride. Tourist at times visit
s where political events have occurred, or which mark burial sites of
ders or is marked by a famous historical event, like Lenin’s tomb, in
S.S.R. (Graburn 1983:14) or War Cemeteries at various places in
lace of grave political eventuality like the Berlin Wall. Cemetery
ith transformation of death into touristic events like the visits
sient city of Pompei near Mount Vesuvius where an entire city




was buried un : i
der volcanic ash. Cemetery tourism also involves Visiting other
ahal in India or the

culture’s mon y
Pyramids in El;nyga:lt';hiedlcated to the dead, like the Taj M L 18
to find an unders.tandj guest tries to find solace in another cult_urE_ s ritual ways
empathetic relati ng to the concept of death, thus, bringing about an
; elation between the t and the h the tourist tries to
emotionally connect to the pai griesh 21 Aeiiaod .as Visit to the
Holocaust Museum in W pain and sorrow of the native people. isit t0
trauma and pain of?ﬁ aSh_mgtOﬂ DC brings the visitor face 0 face with }he
ey Jewish people and it is visited by millions of fOurES
£ Tt it and thr . Venbrux, 2010 in his work had explored the relationship
vourism in hi e‘host when coming to terms with death through cemetery
Some spac essa\llo;l:’ dCemetery tourism: coming to terms with death?’ ;
legends, “His: ade sacred by particular narratives, in the form of myths an
lesendas ¢ the myth of the appearance of Virgin Mary or the site of a
na%ratciiary batt}e, like Klll:UkShetra. The visitor should be 2 believer 1 the
- ve. A faith- based pilgrimage not based on a spiritual narrative may be
asmﬁe.d as pilgrimage-based tourism. In the Indian context, the visits to holy
places like Hardwar and Banaras for life cycle events like mundan, shraddha,
upanayana etc., comes under this category. Travel for missionary work or
humanitarian interest projects and for religious conventions and conclaves such
as Nirankari Sabha, Radha Saomi Satsang, 750 years of Guru Nanak Sahib Ji
and_ Sufi Sai Baba conference are examples of faith based tourism. It is big
business as most people believe in some or the cause and also for most people,
even if they are not very religious, pilgrimage for the rites of passage of dear
ones is seen as an essential responsibility. Pilgrimage tourism can occur as an
individual event or group activity. Since people consider it as an imperative like
going for Haj; it is less threatened by economic crises. It encompasses all ages
and nationalities. The Tourist agencies have to be sensitive to religious needs
and the nature of faith, in order to be successful in the conduct of religious

tourism.

‘Religious tourists’ in India is a category of travellers primarily motivated by

religious considerations. According to social scientists like Graburn (1977),
such journeys may be regarded as sacred by the

Jafari (1987), although 1 |
d but they differ from the more inclusive concept of tourism
supplier you tend to categorise these

as a sacred journey. This is why as a Suppl .
s centres of historic and cultural attractions in

religious destinations 2 e T :
assogciation with one or more religious 1_dent1tles. {\s a supplier when you try to
2SSESS demand you are required to identify following interested segments in this

pe of tourism. L
forming pilgrmas® .
ourses, and
dramas and musical production like

Hare Ram
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Historocal Per spective of Religious Tourism in Il::::e: has been there f;
India is a land of pilgrimage. Trave] for reJ_lg}O“S PHEP du, Buddhism, Ja: N
the most ancient times. Practically, all religions — Hindu, different "Misy
and Sikhism have their major and minor pilgrimage genrce e
the country. There are also centres of Sufism, C]-'f“whes_ an(.i mosgue_sl th_at are
visited by people. In fact, to a majority of domestic tourists in India pi Elmag,
has always been the main motivation. In our country a_ll Ll mp}es, Shn.nes
and sacred spots are found scattered all along major riverbanks or In the hills
¢ confluence of holy rivers called “Sangam”, attract SOt BiloLists ey
Year when pilgrims assemble there to take holy dip in these rivers. For exampl,
on the day of “Sankranti” a bath in holy Ganga water is believed to relieve a
Person of all the sjns.
Another dimension added to it is that an effort to unify the country Ad
Shankaracharya established four peeth (centres) in the four corners of the
country. They are Badrinath in North, Kanchipuram in south South Dwarkapuri

in West and Jagannath Puri in East. To add to this Sringerimutt in Karnataks
sacred peeth.

State is also claimed to be the
The Indian pilgrims travel to the holy temples, the Indian holy space called
g of “to cross”. It is a clear indication that in

“Teerth” which contain the meanin
i Space something is being crossed over. Within the holy space
Ings are given the chance to transcend
in contemplation, with the divinity,
The pilgrimage, instead of diminishing in our apparently ever more secular,

and technologically oriented world, is experiencing considerable

th. This is primarily because in religious life of an average Indian, even
 have played a decisive role. The rivers from time immemorial have been
bol of purity to humans. Among these rivers the Ganga is believed to be

t sacred for all Hindus. Innumerable holy shrines like Gaumukh,
,» Devprayag, Rishikesh, Hardwar, Garmukteshwar, Kannauj,

habad, Varanasi, Patna and Gangasagar have come up on her banks through
ese holy shrines attract millions of domestic pilgri

' hand, river Yamuna is considered to be most meritorious to perform
ap, worship of Keshav, Shiv or the Sun. The month of “Kartik” is
taking bath in Yamuna at Mathura. Traditions bel;
ng itself into seven branches and meeting the sea,
as “Sapta Sagar Yatra”,
shrines have been visited extensively by domestic tourists
The twelve Jyotirlingas, five Bhutalingas and many other
ADgas” in their sanctorum are the jdeal torminal

> tourists since the time of great epics. The Jyotirlingas
1), Kashi Vishwanath (Uttar Pradesh), Somnath




(Gujarat), Baijnath (Kamataka), Rameshwaram (Tamil Nadu), Ghushneshwar
(Maharashtra), Bhimashankar (Maharashtra), Mahakaleshwar (Madhya
Pradesh), Malh-kar_]una (Andhra Pradesh), Omk,areshwar (Madhya P radesh),
Nageshwar (Gujarat) and Tryambakeshwar (Maharashtra). The Bhutalingas are
at Kalahastishwar (Vayulinga) at Kalahasti; Jambukeshwar (Appulings) 2t
Trichy; Arunachaleshwar (Bhatalinga) at Thriuvannamalai; Ekambareshwar
(Prithvilinga) at Kanchipuram and Chidambareshwar (Akaslinga) at
Chidambaram. -
In addition to .fl,lF}O holy rivers and sacred shrines situated on the banks of these
rivers, “Shakti” is also worshipped as the Divine mother, a creative power both
as an enfo.rcmg discipline and for securing righteousness. There are nearly ﬁx_“ty-
ti;]l';‘zusél;gst Ef:t}l;l:;rall over the country. These peethas are visited by tourists
Thus, the religious tourism is a mixture of both ancient and modern cultures,
i.e., from the exodus of the past to the present day where religious tourism has
bec‘ome a mainstay of tourism. India is a country abounding in not only Hindu
shrines but she also represents manifestations of elevating and inspiring works
of Jain Tirthankars at Sravasti, Kaushambi, Hastinapur, Parasnath hills, Rajgiris,
Khandgiri, Udaigiri, Khajuraho and Dilwara Temples at Mount Abu. Islami
(Sufis) shrines as centres of religious influence at Ajmer (Khwaja Moinuddin
Chisti), Gulbarga (Khwaja Bande Nawaj); Faridkot; Delhi (Sheikh Nizammudin

Aulia); and Panipat (Shah Sharaf Bin Ali). Sikh religion though believed that
real pil image is inward yet their sacred shrines are located at Garhwal

: Amritsar (Golden Temple); Taran Taaran (Anandpur Sahib),
Patna Sahib; Churches in Goa.

-

o history and is widespread in the cultures of humankind. It is

¢ social fact in the life of contemporary people.
991:1 2),Smithinherbook,HostsandGuests: The Anthropology

) in the introduction defines tourist ‘as a temporary leisured

tarily visits a place for the purpose of experiencing a change.’

he motivations for individuals to travel are-many and varied,

of tourism rests on three key elements, i.e.
discretionary income+ positive local sanctions.

of time a person has and the discretionary income
r personal essentials like food, clothing, housing,

and the positive cultural sanctions favouring
, a break from the regular/ monotonous life.
individual to alternate his/her work life with

=
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Small periods of relaxation. J. Jafari (1977) defined tourism 25 ah_study Of may,
away from his usyal habitat, of the industry which responds 0 D1S needs, gy
the impact that both he/ she and the industry have on the host quI?I;Gplmral’
economic and physical environments.’ Mathieson and Wall (1982) in their book
Tourism; Economic, Physical and Social Impacts de_ﬁned fourism as a mul;.
faceted phenomenon which involves movement to, and stay in destination
outside the normal place of residence and comprises dynamic, static an
consequential elements’ While Jafari’s definition gives 2 holistic view,

athieson and Wall’s describe tourism s a phenomenon. Other scholars like
Greenwood (1989: 171) while discussing about anthropological perspective op
tourism as cultural commoditisation defined tourism as ‘the large-scale
movement of goods, services and people that humanity has perhap_s ever seen’,
Lett (1989: 275) credited tourism with bringing about ‘the single largest
peaceful movement of people across cultural boundaries in the history of the
world. Anthropologists have a hard time in defining tourism for the simple
I€ason that it involves various dimensions, but as Van Hassrel in his book

Toul:isxn: An Exploration (1994) opined that there are four primary elements of
tourism. These are: .

* Travel demand
* Tourism intermediaries
* Destination influences and
* Range of impacts.
Later during 1990’s a postmodern and humanistic perspective outlined the
n of tourism. Ryan (1991) defined tourism ‘as an experience of place’.
ed that tourism is not about the tourist destination but it is about the
of that place and what happens there which includes a series of
external interactions. The humanistic and experiential paradigm
ver the experiences of both the ‘host’ and the ‘guest’ population.
er altogether different view was provided by Middleton (1998) with a
fourism as business and the tourist as a ‘customer’. He opines that
avel and tourism is invariably identified as an ‘industry’, it is best
as a total market which reflects the cumulative demand and
1 patterns of visitors for a wide range of travel-related products’.
any other ways in which tourism can be studied, however, it must
d from its political, natural, economic or socijal environments.
 tourism and post-modemism, Urry (1990: 2) explained
ure activity which is opposite to the regulated and organised
ips arise from a movement of people to, and their stay
ites which are outside the normal places of residence
ntial proportion of the population of modern societies
ivity’. The site / destination is chosen with an
and site gazing. In his book The Tourist Gaze,




across national borders

Because :
of the magnitude of the tourism industry, the great complexity of

tourist motivations an

tourist travels, it b d exP-eCtationS and the diversity of cultural responses to
> IUhas been difficult to provide a comprehensive VieW / definition

of tourism. But socijal <o
; ; ocial scientists : i ve covered
various aspects on tourism. and particularly anthropologists ha

Objectives of Present study
:{/hetpresent study has been conducted at chilkigarh in the Jhargram district of
' e_? B;engal whcre‘K.a.u?k Durga temple is situated.
. Tg 1;11;1 dout I:Oilsllblhtles and Potential of Religious Tourism in Chilkigarh
out the experience o - o i
Chilkigarh perience of Pilgrims towards Religious Tourism 1n
* To find the Satisfaction Level of Visitors Visiting Chilkigarh

Methods

_For this purpose, an empirical study in the form of a questionnaire-based survey
1S presel_'lted. It is a way of gaining knowledge using direct and indirect
obsewat1on or experience. Empiricism values such research more than other
kinds. Empirical evidence (the record of one’s direct observations or
experiences) can be analysed quantitatively or qualitatively. Through
quantifying the evidence or making sense of it in qualitative form, a researcher
can answer empirical questions, which should be clearly defined and
answerable with the evidence collected (usually called data). Study design
varies by field and by the questions being investigated. The Research has been
conducted on Primary data. Some of the methods used are:

Observation: personal observation was conducted in and around the temple ,

facilities in tge area and attitude of visitors towards the place
Interview : around 52 interviews were conducted on the visitors who agreed to

. sipate in the research
[éartlcﬁuﬂ . Some detailed information of has also been collected by using
ase y- pant who were there for some special

case study method from some partici

purpose

ak Durga Temple

Temple gives
om Jhargram towD-
all charming river nam

5 thrilling experience of natural beauty. It is
The century-old temple is located in
ed Dulung. Several rare species of

The Area- Kan
Visit to Kanak Durga
about 14 km away fr
the forest beside 2 sm



: ot cd]lcd Kendua oy

There's 8 " inter. A half ap ¢
trees, birds and monkeys can be S€€D here- og it winter. an } oy

: ds V1§ ence.
way to Kanak Durga. Migratory bir ing exPe“en: of tribal culture

visit through the dense forest gives 8 ¢ _existenc : ang
Chilkigarh is unique for its harmomio ¢ oral tale to be told g

_ y 0 s
Bramhin conventions. Also it 18 (:OIISIdEIiE= cality. Over the years sev?ral Vigj
everybody. Chilkigarh is part of my O%2 0 Jpout the place. 1 have Interactey
to that place have helped me a lot t0 learn ces are oral. S0; thel.'e are fug
with common people there and most of the Sc;ufi in Jhargram district them;,
zones for reading the text differently.S1tuae temple 1S covered in thewey
attraction ofChilkigarhistheKanakdurgatert e Tlic The forest iscovered vy
by a dense forestin the east by Dulungr 86 typ s ofmedicinal plapg
medicinalplants of 433 typeS-Near]y o i(P. S)canbecauedGﬂteWa
arethereintheforest.FromBiharantharkhand’J?JgggjlltUI‘e ‘in combinationwjt?:"
ofBengal’. In Chilkigarhthere grows 2 g::;r Dulong flows through triby

cultures of Bengal,Jharkhand and Onsslainanagemcm has already taken a fey,

villages bearing scripts of silence. Loca hildr d
om i iding, airy park for chIICTen anc guey
steps to develop eco-tourism like boat riding ome tea stalls to ignite thought

house adjacent to the main temple. There s _
process in eco-lovers. Monkeys with long tales may Jump pats frgn_l ntfl)lWhere.
It causes shock to a newcomer.The temples is The templeiscovered 1n the wegt

by a dense forest, in the east by Dulung river. i _
The history of Chilkigarh is closely associated with the history of Dhalbhun,

Dhalbhum kings originated from North West of Madhya P.rat_:lesh. Th.eu: first
king was the Suryabansha king Ramchandra. His son was B1r51_ngha. Birsingha
had two sons- Gunadhar Singha and Jagatdeo Singha. At a point of time there
was a clash between Gunadhar and Jagatdeo. Jagatdeo left his home. He came
o a part of Bihar (now Jharkhand) which was full of dense forest. The place
) him very much. Then there was a clash eight kings named Jagganath.
came in contact with king Gopinath in Junglemahal. King Gopinath
s only daughter Subarnamani to King Jagganath. With this marriage the
between Junglemahal and Dhalbhum became stronger. Later
pindo became the ki.ng of Chilkigarh. His time is called the Golden Age
boni. He ruled for thirty years. Mangobindo was very much interested in

has a heterogeneous population; people of different communities
. hvmg here. All of them maintaining their cultyra] peculiarities and it
pot of cultures. High caste Brahmins have lived side by side
low caste, outcaste and tribal population like the Bagdis, Bauris,
.The main story revolves round a dream Devi M;hamaya

agd. ordfen‘,gJ king Gopinathto to set up a temple for Her
naya in that dream a!sp described her idol. On the very

Visitors who saw the same dream &
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¥ i -Slsugliter of Iy of Kanakdurga became widespread. The was a custom
of 1l €r of an animal to God during Nabami puja. The practice
contlpued for better health and prosperity. The meal resulting from a slaughter
oﬁgnng Wwas seen as holy. A historian of religion stresses on material culture
utilized in -the cultural task of reflexivity, that is, the capacity to be reflective
and negotiate meaning-varies from culture to culture. Material culture is
thereby a constitutive part of the construction of a culture’s worldview. It
provides a theoretical basis for the efforts being made in a variety of fields to

understand the role of material culture in a society.

Result and Interpretation o
For the present study 52 person has been interviewed by conducting a field

study at Kanak Durga Temple who visited the temple for different purpose . The
selection of the participant Were based on all the visitors who agreed for the

interview. Here the term “par ticipant * has been used for all the informants
. ; 4 0 be the part of present research }:_)y. contributing their views and
0 agreed to Apart from the visitors, some shopkeepers and

G - e tem e' * 1 3

hg‘t;l]l((c):rrls xﬁl?gustclﬁl; prasa(liJ and other eaterics has has also been interviewed for
S

the said study .
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followed by 30.77 percent of fhe of the Participant were regular visitors,

temple for the first time Ma-c' " the participan; were visiting kanak Durga
dosty -~Aa)onty of thepy, cxcept the first time visitors told that
they visit the temple op Durga Astam; every year

Table 6: Purpose of visiting the temypj
Visit the palce i ;Wﬂl‘éﬁi'p T

34.62

3.85
It has been found in the study that around 46.15 percent of the participant
visited the temple for the purpose of worship while 34.62 percent came to visit
the place only as a part of their tourism in Jhargram. 15.3 percent came for
both worshipping and visiting chilkigarh. The rest of the participant that is 3.85
percent were shopkeepers and hawkers. -

Table 7: Transport used to _Reaclg:he temple

, IPantuvailmg those

Mode of transport : e B A

69.23
Private o

30.77
Public transport

] ' tilised maximum of them
f transport that were u )
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Out of total number of participant, 73'3_2’:1 far places withing west Benga] like

or its nearby area. 15.3 percent were
Kolkata and other districts while 1
Jharkand , Bihar and Odisha. :

1.54 percent Were from other states |,

Money spent on prasad (Offerings): Regarding money P end on Rpsmsdh ang
dakshina( offerings) it has been found that it ranged from minimum 150_ upto
maximum Rs 3000 as Per the desire of the visitors , there are o such particuly,
rule or charges to visit the temple. Some of the participant did not spent on any

offerings .

Case study I (Animal sacrifice): The case study 1S takem from Malati Mahata
ple. She arrived at the temple with

who was also a visitor at kanak Durgs Tem _
her family to sacrifice a goat snd worship the godess.She said that she did the
animal sacrifice for her elder daughter in the temple some years ago. Anima|
sacrifice made her health and her education good and her wishes were fulfilled .
So this time she again came to the temple with the whole family together and
the goat as per the custom to. Ake animal sacrifice for her youngrr daughter to
make her life better. Regarding the custom it has been said that the family has to
wear clean clothes and offer puja. After reaching the temple, worship is done
first, then goat sacrifice was completed, accordind to her prasdh costs Rs 200 to
300. For the sacrifice of goat or sheep , a receipt is to be collected by paying Rs
401 and those money are used for the development of the temple. After sacrifice
part of the head of the goat is kept by the temple authorities and the rest is given
to the family .The remaini g portion is taken to the home by the family and fed
as prasad to the relatives and friends in the village.

study II( prasadh shop): This information s collected from Bulbul Dig¥
 during puja purpose in the temple. His
anak Durga temple. The product he sell
oor), insence stick, flowers
Yy termed as joba phool), red
ches Aegle marmelos( bel), s
nut, camphor balls, cand!®®
na, dates, cherry fruits etc: He
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added that everybody does not buy all the products , it depends on their budget
to buy prasad.

dy is taken from supriya

form the rice giving
le have the

Case study III( Rice Giving cerdmony): The case stu
Rajak who came to the temple with her family to pe
ceremony ( annaprasan) of her daughter Nisha Rajak . The temp
provision of performing such ritual . For that purpose they have to pay an
amount of 500-700 rupess to the temple authority the day before the ceremony
for booking . According to her, the Annaprashan ceremony signifies the next
step in the baby’s growth . Annaprashan is a Sanskrit term, which literally
means "grain initiation". It's commonly known as your baby's first feedin_g or
first rice-eating ceremony and called, mukhe bhaat in Bengal . A popular Hindu
custom, Annaprashan marks the beginning of solid food in baby's life.
Following this ritual, mother can slowly start to introduce the weaning food into
baby's diet. While the rites of the ceremony may differ according to the region,
Annaprashan essentially celebrates baby'solids. Annaprashan is done when
baby is ready to make the transition from a liquid diet to solids. It can be
performed anytime from six months until before the first birthday.Annaprashan
is usually performed during the even months for boys, in the child's sixth or the
eighth month. For girls, it is usually performed during the odd months, in the
child's fifth or the seventh month. Annaprashan is mainly done at home or at a
temple. The Annaprashan ceremony is performed on a specific day and time
after consulting a priest. The baby is dressed in new clothes, often traditional
ones such as a dhoti kurta or a lehenga choli. Annaprashan begins with a puja or
a havan for your health and happiness, followed by the symbolic feeding of the
prasad or the first bite of solid food. It is an occasion for celebration, and family
and friends are invited to attend. The religious ceremony is often followed by a
fun game where a number of symbolic objects are placed on a banana leaf or
silver tray which your baby can then pick up. The objects includ books
symbolising learning, ornaments symbolising wealtha ,pen symbolising
wisdom,clay symbolising property, food items symbolising a love for food.
Family and friends have a great time cheering the little one while he makes his
choice. It is believed that the object baby picks up from the tray represents his
area of interest in future.For the pupose of anna prasan they came to the temple
in the morning , they submitted the receipt and then were told to wait . After
waiting for about an hour they were called for the ritual , the baby wore a new
clothe on that day , after performing pooja the baby was fed with the prasad

which was made in the form of pudding

Satisfaction of the Tourist
There is a relationship between frequency of revisit to the temples and satisfied

regards with service amenities
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Conclusion ore then 500
King Gopinath has built the temple which is estimated to be II‘-;ld st
years old. The king dreamt the idol of Goddess Kan Durga, f . complet le
temple of the goddess. As the name suggests , the 1doh, 1 17 Sarz:ﬁ f? y
made of Gold and is 2(two)feet in hight. It is believed that 1“73 o Ice
formed a vital ritual during the times of the roya’ .Untll e 2
sacrificial blood reached the Dulung River, the ri { find th
The temple reminds us of the Surya Temple of Konaraka where W€ '1mthr cse
sort of pictures. The temple architecture shows that the tcrpple was built three to
four hundred years ago. There is a huge Banyan tree just 10 figntof the templc
This tree is around 300 years old. This Banyan tree 18 regard?d as a sacred tree
in Hindu cosmology. The rare species of monkeys that dwell in the surrounding
forests are regarded the ancestors of the king’s family. SO “‘f’b‘)dy hurts them.
These monkeys are valuable part of the eco-system of this mysterious and
beautiful place. They have been maintaining the ecological balance through the
passage of time. Over the years Chilkigarh remains a place of varied cultural
nuances. This temple was the meeting place of Aryan and non-Aryan cultures.

The temple remains a reflection of religious rituals and social system. The

temple stands as living history which remains instrumental for many oral

beliefs handed down generation after genera ion. There was a custom of

sacrificing men to Devi Mahamaya. The sacrifices could not be stopped until
the blood mixed with the Dulung river. During the time of king Mangobindo
there was a festival called ‘Kite Festival’. It was considered as a sacred festival
which was a valuable part of ancient Indian culture and tradition. Artist
Jagganath Das used to make huge kites for the king. During the days of the
Durga Puja the place becomes more lively. Aryan culture becomes fused with
folk culture during the festival days. The Sakti cult emphasizes total immersion
in life, where even the basest of human impulses are mastered, transformed mto
higher forms of energy and harmonized for one to attain spi,ritual realization
The worship of Goddegs