TOURISM & TRAVEL INDUSTRY IN
THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

An inclusive approach in understanding
History, Heritage, Culture, Economy & Politics

Edited by
Gautam Mukhopadhyay};‘.f’
Ankan Purkalt



Tourism & Travel Industry
in the Twenty-First Century

An Inclusive Approach in Understanding
History, Heritage, Culture, Economy & Politics

Edited by

Gautam Mukhopadhyay
Ankan Purkait

Belur Math, Howrah 7,;
West Bengal, Indi



' : al
Food Tourism 1M West Bc)ll;/g:
Jssues problems and Prospect:

111 ar Das
pr. Dillip Kumat |
Dr. Soumcndra Nath Biswas
Exploring the Lost Babu Culture of Kolkata
Marble Palace Museuin

Sankar Kumar Mukherjee

Medieval Gaur

In the light of the .
and Today’s Scope as a Tourist Hub

Swati Biswas

Contemporary Traveller’s Gaze

Bengal’s Vindavana Connect
Temples of Pirba Gopalpur and
their Possibilities as Tourist Destinations

Ankan Purkait

Shift from Nawabi Capital to
a Neglected Tourist Town:
Murshidabad—a Case Study
Samhita Sen

Tourism in Search of Regi '
gional Histo

A Case Study of Jamalpur g

Manab Mandal

A Re:ligious Tourism Place
Mahapith Tarapirh
Nurmahammad Sekh

About the Contributors

145

155

171

192

209

228

s i St Sy



s Vindavana Connect.
ba Gopalpur and thej,
Tourist Destinationg

Benga ]
Temples of Piir
Ppossibilities as

Ankan Purkait

We often neglect the culture in which we live .al?d the .heritage
that is scattered in and around us. Purba Medinipur .dlstrict in
the state of West Bengal 1s one such plgce where history and
heritage is lying on the dust and calling the passers-by to
unveil them with fresh air and oxygen. As the purpose and the
destination of my journey were fixed I boarded a train from
Kharagpur to get down at the Panskura junction. I was
fortunate enough that it was a cold winter morning, the beauty
of which was enhanced by the warmth of the sun which had
just started to rise on the east by moving the veil of fog and
mist. I was supposed to go to a place called Jasora, thus I took
the Ghatal-Panskura road. The condition of this road was
quite alarming and the patches of repairing work made it more
difficult for the passers-by. However, all these difficulties
were surpassed by the lush greenery of the potato fields and
the stocks of golden paddies ready for harvest. Sometimes
marigold and mustard flowers were peeping in and the fields
apﬁeared tO_ be a palette with different.shades of green and
z? aolzéghéililte};elzehICIG was moving | came across tl}e na}?};
the particular nam (;Shapat. SUddenly it struck my mind tl;y
friend, as T wag tre E;IS a Valshpava connotation. I asked_’ht
tumn from there and a5 O IS motor bike, to take @ e
forever ; and after sometime what 1 saw will rem®!
-t my mind and pe will ded
with the architecturg| - a}ft. The present pa_per 4 it
emains of Parba Gopalpur a0
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gun-ouﬂdi“g arcas and an attempt hag g
110 its glorious past and
destination.
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History of Vaishn
pirba Gopalpur:

with the disappearance of Caitan
the future of the Vaishnava mov
became quite uncertain. Advaitﬁcﬁrya with his followers at
Santipur, followed the ideology of Gaurparamyavada and

gave importance on both jigna and bhakti. For him

Advaitacarya, both Sri Kfshna and Gauranga were same. As
he says:

ava Movement and itg Relation tq

ya Mahﬁprabhu in 1533 CE
ement in Bengal and Orisgg

Baishnaber madhye jei sampraday hine.
Sampraday madhye jei Gauranga na mane...
Mor nijagan madhye durmati jahara
Mor ajna langhi chale nahi mane Gora
SrT Gauranga mor prabhu mui tar dasa
Tar caranrenu mor pancagras

(Among the Vaishnavas who do not respect Caitanya is not a
Vaishnava...among my relatives who disobey Caitanya 1s not
considered as my relative. Caitanya is my lord and 1 am his servant
and the dusts of his feet are my food.)

Whereas Nityananda, the foremost companiol of
Caintanya, centered at Khardaha, also gave emlﬁl(lam? 15‘2
Gaurparamyavéada but inducted people from all wa h?r?vism
irrespective of caste and creed within the fold of yals ';hat of
This anti caste sentiment of Nityananda was lml&kfhftzopath of
AdvaitﬁCﬁr}’a- Again, Gadadhar Pandlt. faligut hism within
Gaumﬁgaravﬁda. With the passage of time the :t(:e L;ther hand
the Bengal Vaishnavism started to increase. On

S | 'a ﬁS (Sha'ra
far away from Bengal at Vindavana 1A ‘g’_(mam;}hattﬂ' StI
Gosvami), namely Riipa, Sanatana, A ghunqaimtakingl)’ took
- - < =
JVa, Gopala Bhatta and Raghunatha Dasd, }Zl ideological 3%

“P the work of shaping the philosophical b
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Vaishnavism. They gave more emphasis op the
Kfshna and took up the worl.< of 1dentifying the
laces and Vrindavana zind‘ Mathura as.somated.with Kfshng's
divine play. The gosvamis also received major impetys {o
their work from the Mughal Emperors and the mansabdgg
stationed at Vindavana and Mathura. As Irfan Habib says,
«Our documents Nos. 2 and 3 show that the priests of the
Vrindawana (andévana) temple cast their nets yet wider ang
were also able to attract the attention of Akbar’s famouyg
minister, Todar Mal. Doc. No. 2 is a farman explicitly issued
on the representation of that minister and in favour of ‘Jiv
Gosa’in’. The farman is dated 14 Rabi II 976/6 October 1568,
It implies that Jiv Gosa’in, ‘a poor man, praying for His
Majesty’, needed to be protected in his right of management
(adhikar) of the two temples Madam Mohan and ‘Gobind Rai’
(Govind Dev), entrusted to him by his uncle Rup Gosa’in. He
was accordingly assured by the farman of such protection,
and, further of the right to claim all offerings (khairat) at the
temples and to transfer or will away such rights.”

In the late sixteenth century the three important
personalities from Bengal, namely Srinibasa, Shyamananda
and Narottama, not necessarily together, went to Vindavana
with the motto of bridging the gap between the Gauriya
Vaishnavism by providing them with a proper theoretical
base. With this noble idea in their mind they went 0
Vindavana to bring the theoretical tenants propounded by the
Gosvamis of Vindavana. A legend goes on like this that while
coming back from Vindavana with cart load of manuscripts:
the Vaish.nava acdryas had taken the route through the present
day Indian state of Jharkhand and Mallabhiim. The
manuscripts were stolen by some dacoits in suspicion thd
?}f?e acaryas might have been carrying some precious items-
S timately, the manuscripts were recovered by Srinibas
Acarya from the r@ sabhd - Hambir in Bishnupu
What y sabha of Bir Hambir 1n BISTEEF

ever may be the legend, the fact is that these 7

of Gauriya
worship of
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Gedryas preached Gauyiya Vajgl ava ideg]
o different places of Bengal ology of v, davas
ana

: - — and  egtapi
connection l}Cl}\fCCll the Braj Bhiy, and the(G Ished 4 Strong
grinibasa  Acarya made his strong holdaur Mandalq, p

Shymn.ﬁnanda Thakur became quite famoyg 1 Bishnupyr,
wedinipur, Hooghly, Orissa and so In the areag of

- me
Shyamananda was born ip %aﬁ’;sr :nfdjiarkhand,
village of the then subah Orissa, which ig preser?t?haldufpur
¥ located

near the Kalaikunda station in the Pasch; > !

of West Bengal. He was a sadgop bysggé?; rlfldkl]?sl%urhdlsma
a poor cultivator named Sri Kr'shnq Mandala and h?; er v:las
was Durikadevi. Since his childhood Shyamananda D?Eﬁ- -
as he was called, developed a deep knowledge of reli i;ﬁ
scriptures and Sanskrit grammar. However, the lifeg and
teachings of SiT Kfshna gave him an eternal bliss. Gradually
his love for Krshna became stronger in the company of
devotees coming from Gaurdesh to pay their homage to Lord
Jagannatha in Purl Dham. With the passage of time
Shyamananda’s urge to visit Vindavana became irresistible
and he went there and developed a close acquaintance with
Jiva Gosvami. As mentioned in Shyamananda Prakasa

Hydayananda gosvamir kipa ajna haila,
Tabe Shyamananda yai braje bas koila.
Sri Jivagosvami sange salala rahilc’i,
ST Jivabatsalyasneha bahuta karf'la.
Radhakishna rasalila suneratri a’me3,
Sei se madhurarasa kare asvadane.

. ami,
(With the permission of his gur, Hr,dayanﬂﬂﬁa e%(zii\:}?rgri
Shyamananda went to Vrindawana and .Stayficflt :rrged in the
JivaGoswami., Day and night he kep! himself m £ his divine
divine bliss of Krishna and heard the stories 277
play.)
acquired deeP
aishnava

he
other 4

n Vindavand

During his long stay ! and

owledge on Srimad Bhagavat
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otures. Ultimately on the request of J.TVH Ggsvz‘mﬁ he
scnh\t:n;- leave Vindavana and preach Vaishnavism ip the
:i;:x:s tﬂ‘ Orissa in-cspcctiv_q of c.aste and creed. Ag it i
written in Shyamananda Prakasa that
;7 Jiva karila ajiia jaite Urishyay,
Se dese patita tvari asibe hethay.
Srimatir ei ajna haiyace tomare,
Ajnar palan kari asibe sattvare. |
Rasika murari tatha achena abatari,
Tahare kahio sab brittanta bibari.

On his way back to Orissa, Shyamananda, met Rasik
Murari at Ghatsila and he initiated him into the fold of
Vaishnavism. Thereafter he initiated the Raja of Dhalbhumgar
with Ki‘shzza mantra and merged the entire region with the
Krshna bhakti. With the passage of time Shyamananda made
his strong hold at Dharenda, Gopiballavpur, Chakulia, Rohini,
Tamluk, Arambagh, Narajole, Kanthi and many more to
mention. Later on Shyamananda’s work was taken up by his
foremost disciple Rasik Murar or Rasikananda. Rasikananda
made his strong hold at Gopiballavpur and preached
Vaishnavism in the regions of Mayurbhanj, Remuna, Puri etc
in Orissa and Moyna, Kesari, Tamluk, Shyamsundarpuf,
Gokulpur etc in Bengal. After Rasikananda his work was
carried forward by his son Radhinanda. None of these
followers of Shyamananda propound a new theology; rather
all of them gave more emphasis on preaching the ideas of the
SIX gosvamis of Vindawana. As Ramakanta Chakraborty says,
“It scems that he (Rasikananda) was more a worker than 8
theologian. But the fact that thousands of local inhabitants
&?}Z]fe}?aio }l‘]";‘d for spiritual guidance makes it clear that.(f)ls
once estaeblis(}iedobm voeon (ore for them.” This conHGC(:';la
COtfinued, s 1. etween' the Braj. Bhiim and Gaur ”"a? ana
document of 1723néEperlod of time. From a deavl‘led

We come to know that a person €&

N
<«
7
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7t jnanananda, fifth in the lipe -
gl,.igsa in 1703 CE and was allott(?df lsg};j‘if?apanda
out of the “garden of Chirghat, a(; $vas of land op, lease
qarden, from the R&&’s amat, for th ;
Visiting”égau!‘fya mendicants, according
custom. :

ThlS. cg.nnectlon between Bengal and Vindavana was
not only restricted to the exchange of religious scriptures,
was also manifested through the construction of bfautrffz’lllt
decorated temples made out of bricks and laterite stones K
complete devotion to God was manifested through the car;/ed
cornice and the moulds of clay. Temple building in present
day Medinipur region received a major impetus during
seventeenth to nineteenth century due to the active
participation of the local landed elites. As Chakraborty says,
“the kings and landlords might have supported the two leaders
for two reasons. Firstly, Vaishnavism helped them elevate
their position in the caste hierarchy. Since an initiated
Vaishnava had no recognisable caste, he was above caste.
Secondly, it may perhaps be argued that Vaishnavism with its
emphasis on non-violence and faith in world redeemer
Kfshna, made the down trodden peasantry mild tgmpered. As
far as rgjas and bhiniyas were concerned, this was most

desirable development.””’

o establishe

History of Temple Architecture in Bengal:

i it 18

Temples with curved cornice, or the caéa tiltryele,ofaielgplle
. - i a

popularly called in Bengal, is a unique E:fferent from the

architecture in Bengal, which makes it quite di b aud
Other styles of temple in India such as Nagara, :

" lation
: .+ tradition the €
Vesara, Ag per the Vaishpava bhakt T y ersonal one

: 1 1 ‘S Q Vel‘ =\
between the God and his disciple 18 ¢ as santa, dasya.

eqs such iy
ST [ly the Jeities of

S and were

Which moves around the variou

Sakhya, vatsalya and madhura.
fishna were placed in thatched

Thus, initia
mud hous¢
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pyiped as family members. Later, when .thc? Zamindgyy ,
“fl,b- tvcalthy persons  Were initiated  within the fo|q ”f
(\11181;1]]I]a\fi8111, commissioning of temples became Ve0
common. Though temples were made out of bricks and
laterite stones, structurally they resembl;d the thatched mud
houses of rural Bengal. Temples Of'thlS time dedicated to gy
Kishna were named after the various forms of bamstdhgy;
Kishna such as kalachand, gopinatha, madanmohang,
rﬁdlﬁkanta, radhabinoda, rasabihari, nandadulala and many
more to mention. The cala style temples are mainly
categorised under the following heads:

a. Docala

b. Carcala
c. At cala (see the next page)

Later, these cala style temples were replaced by ratna or
pinnacle styled temples. Ratna style temples were again
broadly categorised under the following heads:

a. Ekaratna mandira

b. Paricaratna mandira

c. Navaratna mandira

The number continues till twenty five. Apart from the number
of ratnas the temples are also categorised on the basis of the
style of ratnas such as ratnas with ridged rekha, ramas with
cala style, ratnas with ridged curved rekha etc. The lower
portions of the ratna style temples are same as that of the cald
style temples. Only difference is that the rama style €mp .
mostly have flat roofs surmounted by one or more pinnacles
Internally, rama style temples have a square chamber which %
surmounted internally by a dome supported by pendentives
the temple is on an elongated base then narrow vaults ar
corbel]e.d out from the central dome. f
Like that of the ekrarmq temple, the earliest example !

i ‘ ings
pancaratna temple also comes from the land of Malla king

of Bish : . cioned BY
nupur. It is the Shayamaraya temple commls.smncc ‘

Raghunath Singha in 1643 CE. As Hiteshranjan Sanyal say>
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«till date on the basis of the y i
temples that has been discovcrle)cclmcwhg | 6(1:1:11;1 s(ganf}?mma)
expel-imentasion of the pancharatna temples werg sta?ttedtbe
Bishnupur.”™ With the passage of time commissionin “}
pancaraina temple became very common in the regiongs gf
Medinipur. As David J McCutchion says, “With the at-chala
(at cala), the pancharatna is the most popular type of Bengal
temple- especially in 19" century Midnapore district, where it
out numbers all others.”™ An excellent example ,one such
temple is the Radhabinoda temple of Purba Gopalpur under
the jurisdiction of Panskura police station in the district of
Purba Medinipur.

[ o . !
Y1 ey

Do Cala style (top); Car Cala style (bottom left);
At Cala style (bottom right)
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tna style (bottom left)

Nava Ratna style (bottom right)

ke

Ekaratna style (top); Pancara

.
]




Tourism & Travel Industry i
y-First Century

sdhabinoda Temple of Pir 2

Il)zl.gsently, the tcmplep isoiinp:l(:zl‘(;lgc?a[t):(:pur: »

owned by the family of Adhikarfs. Presentcr.;]ne(ll;tllaon g o
family trace their origin from a person named Rﬁdﬁts ?f the
Adhikari, who was contemporary of Rasikananda angn}?c'ldhab
Radhananda. They say that their original homeland vis o
Jahanabad, the medieval town of Arambag, in Hoj Sh;n
district. Due to some internal quarrel amOI;g the fargnily
members Radhamadhab AdhikarT had migrated to this regioz
of Medinipur and was initiated with the fold of Vaishnavism
by Rasikananda, the then mohanta of Gopiballavpur ‘Srl_pﬁt.
Thereafter Radhamadhab Adhikari was given revenue grants
by the Raja of Tamluk and since then the Adhikaris are
residing in the Purba Gopalpur village located by the side of
present day Ghatal-Panskura road. If we follow the
information given by the members of the family then the
paricaratna temple of Radhabinoda was constructed towards
the final decades of the seventeenth century. Again, Pranabesh
Ray in his book mentions that according to the inscription
given in the temple, presently which has been destroyed, it
was constructed in 1774 CE.'"® Now, it is doubtful that
whether Radhamadhab Adhikari of Pirba Gopalpur is the

same Radhamadhab who is mentioned in Rasik Magal among

the many disciples of Rasikananda. Whatever may be the
truth, this is for sure that the Adhikarts of Plirba Gopalpur are

the followers of Shyamananda Sect and follows the

Vindavant Bhakti tattva. |
sdhabinoda is situated over

The paiicaratma temple of R :
an elevateg platform, most of which is covered with cotnrcnre;:
and makes it difficult to make out that Wl,]etherl ttttl':)sl’me 'IPhe
was built upon a laterite platform or a lfrwlfl—p archite.ctm'al
lower portion of the temple follows th.e car.ca a ‘:ed by five
pattern, whereas the upper portion IS Smm?ltll?c temple has
ratnas or pinnacles. The south facing fagade 0

three arch ways resting on two complete pilla

701

rs. The central
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turret or raind s Jocated just above the garbagrha anq ;
largc 1N S1Z€ than the other turrets located at the foyr 1S quite
I the ratnas have four entrances or OComers

pening

s

of the temple. A
and are made over an clevated platform. Both the plys,
atform

(pabhaniga) and body (bnar) of the ratnas have ratpg.);
projections. The ridges of the ratnas are curvilineara- a“lgke
the car cala temples of Bengal. The central pi niUSt like
i, amalaka and kalasa. The ﬁ;i? 1;

0

surmounted by a bnek
which is already destroyed. Though the ratnas are placeq
ace

individually over the roof of the temple, the el
curvilinear cornice of the lower portion gives a sol?gat'ed
between the upper and lower portion of the temple =

Radhabinoda Temple

The t ,
crracotta d@S]gnS on the faQade Of the ten]ple
ana

. mpris : :
améyang. prf] of the stories of Bhagavata PUr®’™ -
bgsr;-a/,a’_ana = ong the stories of Bhagavald P,mzll;
Side of (¢ pgl @ and naukabilasa appears on the hatt
¢ade. The stories of Ramayand h

202
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Lakshmana cutting the nose of Surpanakha kit o
(disguised in the golden dear), Si/d;zc:;?;;tct];;;/l;l(l;ggnzf Marica
sita by Ravana), the war between Rama and Rivana pé);,ng o
carrying the shoes of Rama, Rama Raja’s durbar ap ea:lsrata
the middle and right hand side of the fagade. \I;ishhf’];
dasavatara and sharabhijja Caitanya is also depicted in the
terracotta panels of the temple. If we stylistically analyse
these terracotta panels then we see that the natural
environment carved out on the terracotta panels, such as
foliage of the trees, birds and flowers are mostly stylised. The
gherdarjama of Rama and Ravana shows the influence of
Mughal court culture, whereas the ghagracoli worn by the
gopis in the panel of naukabildsa has an influence of north
Indian costumes. Three sudarsana cakras placed above the
arches of the temple show the influence of Orissa. Apart from
these mythological stories panels with erotic scenes also
appears on the facade of the temple.

. s nf the tem le
Terracotta designs on the fagade of the temp

203
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Panels of Bhagavata purana (top left); Panels of Ramayana (to
right); Panel of Dagavatara (bottom left); Panel of Sharabhii

Caitanya (bottom right)

As per the present members of the Adhikar _fﬂ“"ly

t};?;(;fzj;s ; Sm_all 'water tank, called Radhakunda, beg;(;thizel
occasion; as];c::]m fropt Of_the temple, They Say—that (:?es et
brongh f;'om ll1“32113 Janmashtami, radhashtamt, (:;; water of
the kunda. This empk‘a 1 ek ]_ml}: batl} " s ¢ al?

concept of Radhakunda W& caf®

Popularised Bl 1
of the six¢ by the gosvamis of Vindayana In the €t i the
centh century ¢ ville Al

here was
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district of Mathura. There wag g
sanctity. “But then came the Gq
Chaitanya or gaudiya sect and th
size and importance as Krishna
settle here.”"!

pl,'etension pparently to any
sa’ins (Gosvz‘lmis) of the Sri
¢ village gradually gained i
devotees began to come and

Rasamanca

On the western side of the village there 1s also a

Rasamarica, situated on an OCtagonzll platform. It 213( glzlf]?: cfi‘re(?:;
all sides as the purpose of these maricas Was (© mnteen turrets
visible from all sides. The rasamanca HASEE V’(;hese kind of |
and the style is known as Bihari Rasun Ctira.

.o rc
. s inipur and a
- v ul'll m Med h «
flat roofed rasamaiica are quite POVT s McCutchion says, a

nfluenced by European architecture. 1 inverted flower and
kind of bulging vase design capped e ean baroque art: The
set off with ornate flourishes as in EUrOP | |
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Daspura sutradhars called it rasunchura, from its resemblance
to a garlic bulb. This type, with straight cornices was
especially prevalent in 19" century Midnapore.”12 As per the
information given by Pranabesh Ray, the architectural edifice
was repaired in 1891 CE by Uma DasT, the signs of repairing
and reconstruction becomes quite clear from the remains of
stucco designs which were made popular in Bengal in late
eighteenth and nineteenth century. Apart from the
Radhabinoda temple of Pirba Gopalpur, there are also other
temples located in a nearby village called Shyamsundarpur
Patna. The temples are Radha Damodar temple constructed by
Thakurdas Maity in 1859 and the Lakshmi-Janardana temple
of the Jana family.

Damodaradasa temple (left); Lakshmi-Janardana temple (right)

Possibilities as a Tourist Destination:

People often visit the popular places like Narajole Rajbari,
Mahishadal RajbarT located in Paschim and Purba Medinipur
district respectively. Whereas places like Piirba Gopalpur and
Shyamsundarpur Patna remains highly neglected in spite of
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carrying the rich heritage of me
Bengal. 1f not as a full scale
sites can definitely

dieval and late medieval
tourist destinations, these rural
. act as a side scenes or rejoinders for the
tourists who are visiting the places like Narajole and
Mahishadal. These kind of heritage tourism to lesser known
places not only helps in rejuvenating the local culture and
cconomy, they also help in reinventing the historical paths and

connectivity which had once helped in the movement of both
culture and commoditics.

How to Reach:

By train: From Howrah board a Pansukra, Kharagpur or
Medinipur Local and directly get down at Panskura station.
From Panskura station either we can directly hire or ‘toto” or
clse by bus we can go to Keshapat Bazar and from there we
can hire a ‘toto’.

By Car: From Second Howrah Bridge (Vidyasagar
Setu) take the road going towards Kharagpur (NH 06). After
reaching Mechogram (near Panskura) take the Ghatal-
Panskura road and travel up to Keshapat Bazaar and from
there move left to reach Purba Gopalpur.
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