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Educational status is the indicator of the socio-economic and
socio-cultural aspects within a community. Education is an essential

part of the development process. Empowerment of the tribal
community means to develop their capacity building and fo ensure
their rights towards sustainable living. Education is not only
indicative of formal education, but it is also essential for awareness
regarding health, hygiene, knowledge of social and economic
development schemes. In this paper we have made an attempt to study
the problems regarding the educational status among the PVTG's of
Jour administrative districts in West Bengal. The first objective of the
study was to find out the literacy status among the PVTG's in the
study area. Secondly, found the level of education among the male &
female. We can divide the literacy status only on the basis of how
many people are literate and illiterate. The level of education is the
procedure of understanding the achievement of literacy according to
age and sex_ It is the way o identify adult education, child education,
Jfemale education, and education among the elderly. Therefore, we
have categorized the level of education under segments such as can
sign, read & sign, pre-primary education (ICDS school), primary
level (I-IV), upper primary (V-VIII), secondary level (IX-X), higher
secondary  (XI-XTI), under-graduate, post-graduate, technical
educarion, diploma and certificate courses and any other training
courses. In our study, we have recognized all the categories of
educarion, bur the number of people having passed higher education
is very few. In conclusion it is observed that the PVTG s are extremely
backward in our study area. The employee under BCW of Government
of West Bengal which has been motivating and helping out PVTG
children to take up education so that they can motivate towards
improve the education. Most the parents are not paying attention
towards their education properly. So, children went to forest for forest
product collection and rearing goat lo sustain their livelihood.
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people in his positive point of view and live or manage him
accordingly. Empowerment of the tribal community means
capacitating tribal communities to secure access and control of their
land, forest and water resources as well as sustains and promotes
practical alternatives for security of their livelihoods. The tribal
communities are found throughout the country. They are primarily
residing in hilly, forest and mountainous regions. They are

the natural environmental conditions for the sustenance of their
living conditions. The Government of India has launched a Number of
Schemes for the promotion of education and welfarc among the
Tribes, In spite of these efforts the rate of literacy has not been
improved. In case of the Primitive Tribes it is very poor.
Empowerment thus is an interactive process whereby tribal
communities are enabled to participate actively in local govemnance.

Schemes for Promotion of Education
There are several centrally sponsored schemes for this purpose:

i) Free Education: The SC children are exempted from
payment of any tuition fee for Entire education right up to
the university level.

it) Free textbooks etc.: At the elementary stage, they are
entitled for free text books and Learning matenals.

1i1) Free Mid-day meals: Under the new schemes, all children
in primary schools are Covered under free midday meal
programme, which covers the all children?

iv) Free Uniforms: There is a scheme of providing two sets of
free uniforms to the children belonging to ST/SC in
elementary schools.

v) Stipends: The SC children are entitled to stipends at
varying scales at different stages of education.

In the post independent scenario, several schemes were
implemented for the upliftment of STs’ education status. However, the
tribal's are occupying a unique position in Indian culture and
civilization; the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) of
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Policies and programmes

wﬁnEMﬂHSTlCWHImmthemmwﬂﬂ
marginalized sections of Indian society, a host of welfare and
developmental measures have been initiated for their so¢i and
wﬂmmicdmrdupmuﬂ.lnthisreﬁﬂripmﬁmhrtﬁmmlﬂh
made to the tribal sub-plan approach which came into cxistence as the
main_stratgy from the Fifth Five Year Plan. Along with core
economic sectors, elementary education has been ac-corded priority in
the tribal sub-Plan approach. Elementary education is 1
i not only because of constitutional obligation, but as 2
crucial input for total development of tribal communities, parti
to

Build confidence among the tribes 10 deal with outsiders on
equal terms. Since primacy was accorded to elememtary education, 2
broad policy frame for education was adopted in the tribal sub-Plans
according equal importance 10 quantitative and qualitative aspects of
education.

A second impertant development in the policy towards
education of tribal’s came with recommendations of the National
Policy on Education (NPE) in 1986 which specified, among other

things, the following:
Priority will be accorded to opening primary schools in tribal
areas.

There is need to develop curricula and devise instructional
material in tribal language at the initial stages with arrangements for
switchover to regional languages.

Promising ST youths will be encouraged to take up teaching in
tribal areas.

Ashram schools/residential schools will be established on a
large scale in tribal arcas.

ISBN 1978-93-00627-34-9 17
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e Incentive schemes will be formulated for the ST, keeping 19 V1™
i their special needs and lifestyle.
The unique feature of the policy is its recogaition of e
B, mmﬂﬁmofﬁbdm.mmww
themfunﬁmofthcmammuﬁmwm

content and curriculum, besides emphasizing the localized production
of textbooks in local dialects. Based on these considerations, the
mfmmbﬁshmgmmmhmhmmlmdmmhmw
areas in order to improve access to education. For instance,
Pradesh has gone to the extent of establishing schools in habitations
where there arc even twenty school-age children; Madhya Pradesh has
steadily decreased population size norms in order to open schools
habitations with 200 populations. However, in spite of such relaxation
’ of norms many tribal localitics are still without school, as they do not
| meet even the relaxed criteria.
k- Problems of Tribal Education
; This review clearly underlines that in spite of constitutional
' guarantees and persistent efforts, tribal communities continue to lag
F- behind the general population in education. The reasons for this can
be categorized as external, internal, and socio-economic and
psychological. The external constraints are related to problems and
difficulties at levels of policy, planning, implementation, and
administration. Internal constraints refer to problems associated with
the school system, content, curriculum, medium of instruction,
pedagogy, academic supervision, monitoring, and teacher-related
problems.

The third set of problems relates to social, economic, and
cultural background of tribal’s and psychological problems of first-
gencration learners.

External Constraints

The perspective adopted for educational development among
tribal communities fails to adequately address the specific
disadvantages characterizing tribal population.
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popul
formulating policies and programmes for tribal education it is
essential to undersiand the complex realities of tribal life and the
expectation of tribal's from the system, and this has never been done
cither by the tribal welfare department or by the education department.
Consequently, no worth while

Policy for tribal education has been formed. One of the major
constraints of tribal education at planning level is the adoption of a
dual system of administration. The tribal welfare department deals
with tribal life and culture and administers development work at the
local level, including education. But the tribal welfare department
lacks expertise in educational planning and administration in general
and academic supervision and monitoring in particular. On the other
hand, the education department is the sole authority for planning of
educational development at state level, It formulates implementation
guidelines and instructions regarding curriculum, textbooks, teacher
recruitment, transfer policies, and so on. In this the department tends
to formulate uniform policies for the entire state. The school calendar
is a case in point, where vacations and holidays cater to the needs of
the formal school set up in a non-tribal context, with little
consideration for local context and tribal's festivals. This lack of
sensitivity to their problems and failure in understanding tribal social
reality, coupled with faulty selection and appointment of teachers in
tribal areas, have resulted in poor performance and teacher
absenteeism in tribal schools.

Factors affecting Tribal Education

Attitude of Other Students: Attitude of other student is one of
the important factors for the promotion of tribal student’s higher
education i.e., environment factor is one of the crucial factors for the
development. The negative attitude we can reflected in university and
other higher educational centre mainly located in big cities.

Social Factors: More allocation of funds and opening of
schools do not go far in providing education to the tribal’s. Formal
education has not been necessary for the members of tribal societies to
discharge their social obligations. Hence they should be prepared to
accept education and it should be presented to them in such a way as
to cut the bamiers of superstition and prejudice. There is still a
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widﬁpﬂldﬁnlh;mnngmwlhl*lmmw. ﬁ:g
defiant and insolent and alienates them from the rest Of N o pyeq
while the girls turn modern or go astray. Since some of theif
boys felt alienated and cut off their bonds wi of
villages after getting education and good employment. - s g
tﬁhﬂmmvuhnmmﬂyappoum;p:udofmhmm 3
midst. Besides, some of their superstitions and myths also pIay i
part. Some tribal gmupuhclimthatthgirgmbmllbem‘fm
send their children to schools run by ‘outsiders".

Economic Factors: Some economic factors too are rﬁ?‘“”!ble
for lack of interest shown by the tribal people in getting education-
Since most of the tribal people are living in povety, it is not casy for
most of them to send their children to schools.

Lack of Interest towards Formal Education: In many states
tribal children are taught through the same books which from the
curriculum of non-tribal children of the urban and rural areas of the
rest of the state. Obviously, the content of such books rarely appeals
10 the tribal children who come from different cultural backgrounds.
Under the traditional tribal set up a child enters adulthood with
confidence. He knows his environment thoroughly, knows how to
construct his own housc, cultivate his ficld, weave his cloth; in short
he acquires all the skills to lead a reasonably comfortable life within
the limitations of his culture. The simple skill of reading and writing
acquired in an over formal school is no match for this, We cannot
afford to push him back to his environment naked. Therefore, a
curriculum should be framed in the welfare of tribal people. Certain
iribal activities like agriculture, dancing, hunting, tribal games and
archery must be allowed to find fullest expression in the extra-
curricular activities of the school, thus providing some continuity of
the traditional values and forms of organization. A scheme is to be
worked out through which the school children will be able to link up
the school and the teacher with their parents and the tribal activities.
The school has to act as a centre of dispersal of simple technical
know-how beyond the skills of reading and writing to become an
effective agent of social change. This studentteacher-parent continuum
should be able to generate a congenial atmosphere, so that the broad
purpose of education, which is to enable an average citizen to
comprehend the social, political, economic and other processes and
forces around him, is fully served.
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Suitable Teachers: Lack of suitable teachers is one of the
mﬂhfmformeﬂowguwmﬁfmlﬁminuihlms.uoﬂof
ﬂiemchmwmpluyedﬁurimpmlngmwnmmauibﬂchﬂm
show little appreciation of tribal way of life and value systemi- They
approach tribal people with a sense of superiority and treat them a5

‘savage and uncivilized' and hence fail to establish proper
rapport with their students. The Scheduled Arcas and Sc
Tribes Commission's report says that a teacher in the tribal arcas must
have a thorough knowledge of tribal life and culture. He must speak
tribal language. Only so can he be in a position to act a5 a friend,
philosopher and guide to the tribal people. Actually the gulf between
teachers and taught can be best reduced by appointing teachers 't
the tribal community itself or a scparate cadre of teachers for tribal
areas, with some inducements, should be created to Serve
educational needs of the tribal society.

Lack of Facilities: One of the major problems in tribal
education is that of language. Most of the tribal languages and dialects
are in the most rudimentary stage and there is hardly any written
literature. Most of the states impart education to tribal and non-tribal
children alike through the medium of the regional language, which
makes the education uninteresting and also hurts tribal sentiments.

Nature of habitat: Most of the tribal villages arc scattered.
This entails long travels to attend schools. Unless the school situated
very close to their villages and its site approved by the local people
the result shall not be encouraging. School building also plays an
important role in the growth of education among the tribal folk. Due
to mismanagement, bungling and sometimes financial constraints, the
building and sometimes-financial constraints, the building is seldom
suitable to run an educational institution.

Number of teachers: Most of the primary schools run in the
tribal areas are "Single teacher-managed whose presence in the school
is more an exception than a rule”. The enthusiasm of tribal people in
the education of their children also depends considerably on the
timing of school hours in different seasons. It should not clash with
their important socio-economic activities.

To many observers of the situation, the problem of education
in tribal areas is the problem of wastage. It is not that wastage and
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empowering the Socially Disadvantaged Groups, all out efforts should
be made to improve the educational status of these groups, especially
uhuof:hcwommmdmecincmu,mfm,ﬂwmﬁmﬂ
backwardness, prevalent amongst these people, necessitates an added
thrust on their education, training and skill up gradation, as it will
bﬁngfoﬂhnﬂoﬂymialunpowmlbmdsﬂmmi‘
empowerment.

Environment of family : Surrounding or environments is one
of the importance factors influence for the development of a person
generally and particularly in educational development. Most of the
tribal parents are agricultures and labours; they have little knowledge
relating to modern world and modem environment. Their environment
narrows that created narrow mentality. And most of tribal fathers are
addicts to alcoholic and other beverage items that creating some
problem in mentally and cconomically end result students will fail
exams,

Communication: Communication one of the key factor
affecting the development of tribal education. Due to isolation tribal
are facing problem for expressing modern and regional languages.
For understanding tribal language is very difficult generally in the
case of society and particularly in teachers. So the students are facing
problem for discussing their doubt with teachers. So their doubt
continuing and automatically tribal students became the last in the
class.

Literature review

Article 46 of the Constitution directs to promote special
education and economic interests of the economically weaker sections
of the society, particularly the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. Apart from the Constitutional provisions, the major bases of
the educational policy of India are various committees and
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students, belonging to tribal communities. Apm‘tﬁmnuhnms:hoﬂlh
there are also uubliﬂnnmtofangmﬂdimm,nm-fomd and
adult education centers18.
Astuﬂylmsbmdonubyﬁmppqrinthenucmﬁonll
Journal of Advancements in Research & Technology to study the
impact of Glovalozation level of education, work participation rate

and evolution of Tribal culture among the various tribals in West
Bengal. Thﬂﬁndingsafmesmdydepﬂldonaecmdary data like
census data The study revealed that the ‘Bhutia’hasthe highest
literacy rate (72.6%) among any other scheduled tribe while ‘Munda
has the lowest (41,0%). 48.8 percent of the ST population has been
recorded as workers, which is close 1o the aggregated national average
for STs (49.1 percent). Out of the total workers, 65.7 percent have
been main workers and 34.3 percent as marginal workers.

A search in the literature through the Google and various
mﬁmfmminlhccxistingwmkmiiwnmwnledtmmﬂeu
virtually no empirical research on the Jevel of education or literacy
conditions on the PVTG's in West Bengal. Apart from social
anthropological and ethnographic works mentioned in the previous
section, studies on the literacy status of the scheduled tribe in India
have been done bysome researchers of social sciences (Mete &
Mondal, 2012: 1-4; Mandal & Mete, 2012: 1-9). 1 have found an
article in the Sociological Bulletin entitled *The Gender Gap in
Literacy and Education among the Scheduled Tribes in Jharkhand and
West Bengal’. In this article the author described his empirical
findings revealed that the gender disparity on education and

#akula, S, (2013). Education for Children of Tribal Community — A Swudy
of Adilabad District. American International Jowrnal of Research in
Humanities, Arts and Soclal Sciences, 4(2), 192-196, Retrieved July 15, 2019
from
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and West Bengal states.19 (Ghosh, 2007)
mvmmmnwm)
Tﬁhﬂmmﬁiﬂmoﬁmﬁmiﬁdwmwﬁcﬂwﬂhﬂ
mmﬁmdhﬁmiwmwmpﬁﬂ'mmmw
contact with the community nh:aumdmwdnmmwith
lhm.sumem‘bdwﬂﬁnnumber)hnwm.pwiﬁcw
such as dependency on hunting, gathering for food, having 2
preagriculture level of technology, zero or negative growth of
population and extremely low level of literacy. These groups are
called Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups.

The criteria of inclusion of a tribal community under
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG) are:

i) pre-agricultural level of technology

i) a deficient level of literacy

iii) declining or stagnant population

iv) Subsistence level of economy (Meena, 2009).

In 1975 U.N. Dhebar commission identified these groups as PTGs.

Particularly vulnerable iribal communities face severe
problems of survival. As their habitats shrink their lifestyles of
hunting and food gathering are severely eroded, their survival
threatened, while some of the communities are on the verge of
extinction. No serious attention has been paid to the uniquencss of the
ecological niches that they live in, the peculiarities of their lifestyle,
the specialty of the needs and the threats to survival that they face on
daily basis. PVTGs arc more vulnerable among the tribal groups. Due
to this factor, more developed and assertive tribal groups take a
significant chunk of the tribal development funds, because of which
PVTGs need more funds directed for their development. In this
context, in 1975, the Government of India initiated to identify the
most vulnerable tribal groups as a separate category called PVIGs
and declared 52 such groups, while in 1993 an additional 23 groups

19Ghosh, A.K, 2007. ‘The Gender Gap in Literacy and Education among the
Scheduled Tribes in Jharkhand and West Bengal” in Sociological Bulletin,
Vol. 56, No.1pp-109-125.
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Scheduled Tribes, spread 17 states and one Union Territory
th'mauwmm;mmsnwmﬂ#

Since PVTGs are the most vulnerable tribal community, it
= Central

economic development of PVTGs. However, it was observed that
funds provided under other schemes for STs were not reaching the
PVTGs adequately. Therefore, in 1998-99, a separate 100% Central
Sector Scheme for the exclusive development of PVTGs was started.
Based on the gathered knowledge and experience, the scheme Wis
improved during the year 2007-08, to make it more effective. The
scheme has been made very flexible because it enables every State (0
focus on areas that they consider are relevant to their PVTGs and their
socio-cultural environment.

In addition to the schemes the aegis of Department of tribal
development, there are welfare schemes (MGNREGA, NRLM,
PMAY, Swach Bharat Mission etc.) run by the Department of Rural
Development with its primary objective of alleviation of rural poverty
and ensure improved quality of life for the rural population especially
those below the poverty line where PVTGs can also be a part as these
objectives are achieved through formulation, development and
implementation of programmes relating to various spheres of rural life
and activities, from income genmeration to environmental
replenishment.

However, it has ofien been felt that the schemes, even though
designed especially for the PVTGs failed to get desired outcome. The
possible reason might be the schemes overlooked the basic principles
of tribal development which emphasized comprehensiveness and
holism as well as keeping the cultural heritage of the tribal
communities in a respectable level,

In West Bengal, the Tribal population is 52, 96,963 as per
Census 2011, which is about 5.8% of the total population of the State.
The tribal population of West Bengal constitutes about 5.08% of the
total tribal population of the country. Tribal communities are present
in all the districts of the State. A higher concentration of tribal
population is scen in the districts like Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri,
Alipurduar, Dakshin Dinajpur, Paschim Medinipur,Jhargram, Bankura

ISBN :978-93-90627-34-9 125




Dr. B.R. Ambedkar : Education, Equality and Empowerment
mdeth.Thmuihnlmmniﬂﬂhwabmidmﬁﬁd#
:’mnuenluly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) in West Bengal. The

ce

‘Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups® are discussed here
viz. Birhor, Lodha and TOTO.

Who are PTG/ PVTG?

AP'DGwrPW‘Gsmayb:auibalmmuniw;amb-tdhenr
a part of a tribe. In other hand, among then hundreds of Tribal
communities living across the length and breadth of the community,
some are relatively more isolated, archaic, vulnerable, deprived and
backward, These tribal are the most neglected among the tribal. While
we have entered their territory, we have seen that they are live in
small, scattered habitats in remote and inaccessible areas.

Definition: “The groups of an aboriginal who constitutes
simple and small scale societies, are culturally homogenous, have
lifestyle isolated and inaccessible tracts of hill and forests and
continue to pursuc an archaic way of life and absorb the change
slowly are known as PVTGs".
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quantitative data 1
scheduled and help of case studies, participant observation and group
discussion have been collected.

Result of the study

Table 1 Literacy status in the Bankura distriet

Male Female Total
Literate literate Lserate iliterate

(50.201243124.79] | (46.79)241(24.59] | (39.91)198120.20) (58.021288(29.38] | 970

() Representation of the percentage
Representation of the percentage out 0

out oftotal male & feu.'_;ale |

f the total studied population.

Fig. 1. Sex-wise literacy percentage in Bankura
58.02

I I B

Literate  lliterate Literate llliterate
Male Female
502 49.79
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(3.09)15[1.53) 15(1.53) 30
(10.12)49(5) (@.07)4514.59) |9
(57077677751 | (1653)82(8.36) | 158 e)
(14.04)68(6.93] (9.27)a6(4.69] 114 2

(3.51)17(1.73] (1.81)9[0.91] 26
HS (1.24)6[0.61] (0.20)1(0.10] 7
Graduate |0 0 0
Total (50.20)243(24.79] | (39.91)198[20.20] | 441

() Representation of the percentage out of total male & female []
Representation of the percentage out of the total studied population

Fig. 2 Level of education in Bankura 11
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Description

education among the PVTGs in Bankura district. Most of the
candidates have achieved their level of education up-to-the primary
Jevel. The level of education among the male members is higher in all
the categories, except the primary level of education. However, the
number of females receiving cducational facilities is higher than
males, only at the primary level (I-IV). It studied that both the sexcs
have achieved the higher secondary level of education in Bankura.

Table 3. Literacy status in Purulia district

Male female Tatsl

Literate (iliterate Liaerate literate

(51.08)144(25.17] {48.10)133[23.25] {53.90)159{27.79] |46.10)136(23.78] | 572

() Representation of the percentage out of total male & female [}
Representation of the percentage out of the total studied population
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Table. 06. Literacy status of the PVTG,

Litera '
Mal_ Femal ]
Table 06. Level of education in Jhargram
Education Category | Male Female
Can sign (12.59)54(3.21) (10.03)30(1.79)
ICDS (10.72)46(2.74) (14.72)44(2.62]
1-1v (37.53)161[9.58] (33.44)100(5.95]
v - il (30.54)131(7.80] (34.45)103(6.13]
™-X (6.76)29[1.73] (6.02)18(1.07]
HS (1.63)7[0.42) (1)3(0.18)
[ Graduate (0.23)1(0.06) (0.33)1[0.06)
Total (46.08)429(25.53] | (38.98)299(17.79)
!_ Fig. 07. Level utr education m_'l-n;thn_Fw_li._;har;r; A
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parents during school time is the main reason _

Ymswwimmdmﬁhmmemﬂpmmmﬂﬂ

educated.

Table. 07, Literacy Status o Paschim Medinipur

ale Fem ale

Literate 'lliierate Literate rllitmte

(48.86) 51.14) 607((38.65) 61.35)

124.78) 25.93] {19.05) 30.24]

Table. 08. Level of Education

Education Male Female Total

Category

Can sign (2.94) 35 [1.50] (3.12) 36 [1.54] 71 (3.03]

ICDS (7.83)93 [3.97) | (7.11) 82 (3.50] 175 [7.48]

|=1V (17.27) 205 | (13.08) 151 [6.45] | 356 [15.21)
18.76)

V- Vil (14.83) 176 | (11.01) 127 [5.43] | 303 [12.94]
(7.52)

IX-X (4.47) 53 [2.26] | (3.64)42[1.79) | 95 [4.06)
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As we can see from the above table 07 illiteracy rate of male
i.e. 25.93% of total population is higher than literacy rate i.e. 24.78%.
In literacy status of female is worse than male as literacy rate of
female from total population is 19.05% and illiteracy rate is 30.24%.
As we can sce in both the cases the illiteracy rate is higher in number
than literacy rate.

From the Table 08 & Fig. 08, it is evidently that very low in
percentage the i.e. 0.30% from total population is graduate out of
which 0.17% male and 0.13% female. Only 3.03% from total are able
to sign only their name. 7.48% out of the total population are children
are going to ICDS. In the total population 15.21% belongs from I-IV
category from which 8.76% are male and 6.45% arc female. As the
category are increasing the number of literate people are decreasing as
from the category V-VIII only 12.94% belongs to this category out of
which 7.52% male and 5.43% are female. Very few in numbers
belongs to the category IX-X ie. 4.06% (2.26% male and 1.79%
female). Only handful number of people has gone to class XI-X11 i.e.
0.81% out of which 0.60% are male and 0.21% are female.
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Village wise observation from the field
Village: Debhog, Block: Sabang, District: Paschim Midnapore,

Debhog village is located in the Sabang block of mclzi:mtlle
Medmiwdummenmu.mmmgndmlf
district & sub-district headquarters of Debhog village, respectively.
As per 2009 statistics, Debhog village is also a gram panchayat.

The total geographical arca of village is 355.‘?2_ hectares.
Kharagpur is the nearest town to Debhog, which is approximately 47
kilometres away. The village is located at a distance of around fifty
kilometres from the Midnapore town. Living conditions of the Lodhas
are weak, to say the least, Most of the houses are kutcha made of mud,
soil and has a thatched roof. But there are some exceptions as well.
Some of the houses had tin roofs and their condition is better than the
kutcha ones. Many of the villagers acquired houses from the
Government under the Indira Awas Yojana but the condition of the
homes is deplorable,

Level of Education

The status of formal education among the Lodhas is even
more alarming. There is a local school supported by ICDS20
(Khichudi School as they call it) in the village where the parents send
their kids for formal education and mainly for ‘supplement nutrition’
(khichuri is provided). Most of the adult members are uneducated and
only a few can sign their names. Majority of them have studied till the
seventh or eighth standard, However, there were a few (around two to
three persons) who passed the higher secondary examinations. The
proportion of school dropouts is staggeringly high. The wide
discrepancy between the literacy levels of male and female, which
was a common feature among the Lodhas of other villages, was
almost absent. More than fifty-five percent of the villagers were
illiterate.

Village :Amlasol
Block: Binpur 11, District: Jhargram

¥ |cDs: Integrated Child Development Services. The school is commonly
known as anganwadi
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: AMvilhpihudthHdm
district of West Bengal, India The disrict and sb district
headquarters of Rimradanga village = Jhargamk  Lalgarh
mvdy.waﬂrﬁnw:tﬁ-#m
mmwﬁdﬂkm'ﬁiwﬂi—
away.

Living Conditions:

Most of the villagers got houses from the Backward Class
WclfueWofﬁeGudeﬂBmglmhﬁe
LodhnUmyumhlpa.SmcufﬁmﬂmgmhmmdﬂAmi
Bari Scheme and Indira Awas Yojana. These houses are mostly puce2
andminagoodumdiﬁm.h!oﬂofthchmudnmthm
clucﬁicity.ﬁameofthungmhbyiﬂqaﬂymmemﬁﬂs
mﬁcavﬂabﬂhyofmﬂnh!:jmﬁyafhwwgm
wﬂusmdamchﬁaﬁmﬂhmﬂﬂmgi:s;hme{ﬁavmﬂuf
Wwﬂmgal}andthcymbeingpmpﬁyuﬁﬁm.(}uﬁcafe-of
lhosetuiiasdomthawadooruramtmmcysﬁﬂd:&min
Education level:

Anganwndiwh:reﬂmﬁllagcrsmdth:i:wardsfurbasicfumﬂ
education and supplement nutrition. Majority of the villagers arc
literate. The illiteracy level among the females is more in this village
compared to their male counterparts (65% of the males are literate
whereas 46% of the females are literate). They have mostly studied
between fourth to eighth standard. Only one or two of the villagers
havcmmcdmetcmhstmdau‘dm}mehﬁsmdiedhqwuim-

wnmmmmnm.:nmmmm:
Bankura
Banskmliisavﬂlagcmmprisingofﬂfamﬂiﬁbmedu:he
Rmhndhﬁlwkufﬂmhnmsﬁaltislomadaadinmofsd
hn&umtthuhDiﬁsiomlDﬁuafRanibmdh.Aspcr!ﬂﬂOm
Mmhﬂnnhmagmpmchaymufmhnﬂiﬁﬂagc.mm
gwgraphicalmofvﬂlageislls.zzmnmﬁhasam
powlnﬁonofﬁﬂpmples.TheremaMBEhwmm
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surrounded by dense
thorny scrubs. The

The conditions were also found w0 be poor

.mhh—lﬂﬂﬂdﬂdﬂ

whueﬂrqhwwmivdmehuﬂcmtu-h.m_
mahnbmmdmmwmnrndﬂumhhh
that, they have to hook the electric line. Another important aspect
mﬂmﬁmiriamumﬁimmlhbﬂm Few of those who
;«hfmthgovmﬂgmdmgdummnhm
used as storerooms.

Level of Education

Regarding education, the conditions are even maorc g
There is a local school supported by ICDS21 (Khichudi School &
they call it,) in the village where the parents send their kids for formal
education and mainly for ‘nutrition’ (khichuri is provided) The ICDS
scheme was found 1o be very poorly implemented, pnmanly due w0
the lack of trained helping hands. Most of the adult members are not
formally educated and a few of them can sign only their names. The
propartion of school dropouts 1s staggening The primary reason is that
the girls are married off at a very carly age of 15 or 16 years. Some of
them even have one or two children at 16 or 17 years of age.

Village: Popo and Ghatihuli
Block: Bandwan, District: Purulia

Popo and Ghatihuli village is located in Bandwan block of Purulia
district in West

4 |CDS: integrated Child Development Services. The school is commaonty
known as anganwadi
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BengalPopo s situated 8.6km away from sub-district
headquarter Bandwanand  67.4km away from district headquarter
Purulia. The total geographical area of village is 804,78 hectares.
Popo has a total population of 766 peoples,22Ghatihuli village i*
situated 8,5km away from sub-district headquarter Bandwan and
56.6km away from district headquarter Purulia. The total geographical
aren of village is 193.25 hectares, As per 2009 statistics, Dhadka s the
gram panchayat of both the villages. Tata is nearest town (o Popo and
Ghatihuli which is approximately 58 km and 54 km away
respectively.23 Here we mostly concentrated mainly on the Lodhas
because they were the most destitute among the rest of the tribal
communities. The roads were pucca which were constructed under the
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana,

Regarding formal education the conditions of the Lodhas are
even more alarming, There is a local school supported by 1CDS24
(Khichudi School as they call it,) in the village where the parents send
their kids for formal education and mainly for ‘supplement nutrition’
(khichuri is provided). The situation of ICDS at Popo village was ina
very poor condition due to lack of infrastructure. The literacy rate is
very poor in both the villages. Majority of the adult members are
uneducated and only a handful can sign their names. The proportion of
school dropouts is staggeringly high. In comparison, the literacy levels
of girls are less than their male counterpart. The reason behind this is
that the girls are married off at a very carly age around 14 or 16 years.

Village :Bhupatipally and Bareria
Block :Baghmundi, Distric t: Purulia

Birhors owe their origin to the Santhal clan. There is no
specific record of their arrival in Purulia district. But they certainly
immigrated from Hazaribagh, the homeland of the Birhors. These
communities are distributed in the villages, namely Bhupatipally and
Bareria, under Baghmundi block of Purulia district. Bhupati Pally
village is located inBagmundi Tehsil of Purulia district in West
Bengallt is situated 9.8km away from sub-district headquarter
Pathardihi and 66.2 km away from District Headquarters of Purulia.

a https:;,"vlllageinfojnfwest‘beng:a!.fpurulivag’hundwanjpopn.html

L hnpsdfulilaplnfn.ln}west-benavpumlhrafhundmnfghnlhuli.html
 |cDS: Integrated Child Development Services. The school is commonly
known as Anganwadi
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Baghmundi is the gram panchayat of Bhupati Pally village.The total
geographical area of village is 203.96 hectares. According to the 2011
census,this village has a total population of 188 people. There are
about 60 houses in the village. Bahumpwi.umenumttown{ﬂ
Bhupatipally, which is approximately 27km away. Bareriya village is
Jocated in Bagmundi block of Purulia district in West Bengal. It is
situnted 1.4km away from Sub-district headquarter Pathardihi and
63.9km away from District Headquarter Purulia. Baghmundi 1s the
gram panchayat of Bareriyavillage. The total ical area of the
village is 1708.59 hectares. According to the 2011 census,this village
has a total population of 79 people. There are about 19 houses in the
village. Balarampur is the nearest town,which is approximately 28km
away.

Educational scenario

Village Name Literate lliterate
M F M F
Bhupatipally 65 23 74 31
Bareriya 17 18 20 16
Literacy status of the Birhor

B0

70

B0

50

40 | i

30 | patipally

20 = Bareriya

10

(1] — .

M F M F
Literate literate
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Regarding formal education, the
conditions of the Birhorsare  quite
reasonable compared  to Lodhas. There
is a local school supported bylCDS25
(KhichudiSchoolas they call it,) in the
village where the parents send their
kids for formal education and mainly for . :
‘supplement nutrition’ (khichuri is provided)- But while °°'_‘d"f::'rﬁ
the research, the teachers complained that the students come ll:le o
numbers during the classes and the majority Of them vl
during lunchtime, There is a junior high-school in the village as lcss‘
But the proportion of Birhor students 13 esu_maled to be very R oi’
After interviewing the school authorities, W€ interpreted that mo 4
the students, beyond standard four, move to other schools where they
can find hostel facilities and other facilities such as shelter, fopd,
clothing, etc. We also found that it was for the first ime that two girls
from the Birhor community passed the Madhyamik Examination in
the year 2018. Currently, they will be appearing for their Higher
Secondary Examinations this year {2020).

Besides this, the litcracy level among the
Birhors generally varicd between classes
four to eight pass, However, few passed
the Madhyamik Examination. We found
only one Graduale among them at
Bhupatipally village who works as a
guest teacher at 2 school. Here again, if
we compare the literacy levels, then the
literacy levels of girls are estimated to be
less than their male counterpars at Bhupatipally, whercas at Bereriya
the literacy level of girls is higher than boys. The reason behind this
is that the girls are married off at a very carly age.

15 |cpS: Integrated Child Development Services. The school is commonly
known as Anganwadi
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Discussion andSummary

The above tables and graphical representation shows the
literacy status and level of education among the PVTGs of Paschim
Medinipur district. It shows that there are very few candidates above
the higher secondary level among the PVTGs in the district. Most of
the people have achieved their level of education up to the primary
level and upperprimary level, The level of education shows the male
members are higher in all education categories. In comparison, the
female members are higher in number under the categories of ‘can
sign'. Interestingly, male & female members have talented in higher
level of education in Paschim Medinipur district which are not found
among other two districts,

Factors Contributing Low Literacy among the PYTG

+ Socio-economic factors contribute significantly to disparities
in literacy and educational attainment among the PYTG’s in
South Bengal. High poverty rates and dependence on forestry
call for increasing rates of child labor force.

e  Majority of the parents are not showing much interest to send
their children to the school due 1o economic reasons and they
considered their children as economic asset to them. Because
of their illiteracy they do not know the value of education.
Large majority of the school going age children among the
PVTG's are not psychologically comfortable to enrol in the
school and their mental attitudes always bending towards the
traditional cultural activities. Even the children contribute
their family incomes. The informal education to the illiterate
parents is much needed to solve this kind of problem in the
study areas.

e The main reason of this is that the school timing and the
working hour of the tribal normally clash and since the

ISBN :978-93-90627-34-9 142

31



teachers employed for imparting education 10

children show little mmﬁon of tribal way of life and “I“'r
system. They appronch PVTG people with o l'ﬂ"’:d
superiority and treat them 0s ‘packward or SaVBge i
uncivilized and hence fail to establish approprinte Fapp
with their students. :

e Most of the Anwanwadicentre runs in the PVTG's hamlets are
Single Madam, how she managed the centre!? Is she €00
the food (Supplementary nutrition) or teach the st
Therefore, the presence of teacher of in-charge of it is most
important. The enthusiasm of tribal people in the education ©
their children also depends considerably of the timing. Bach
centre has more than 30 PVTG students, it is 100 much for A
single guide to manage both informal education and provide
supplementary nutrition.

Conclusion

Article 46 of the Indian constitution has stress 10 promote the
ST and SC people with special care in the educational and economic
establishment. The spread of education among the ST during the last
four decade has been quite uneven. Ignorant and illiteracy amOong
tribals should be minimized and rooted out, by providing proper
education and awareness programme. In our study, we have
recognized all the categories of education, but the number of people
having passed higher education is very few in reference to the total
studied population, which are below one percent. Graduate only

0.30 percent. In conclusion it is observed that the PVTG's are
extremely backward in our study area. The employee under BCW of
Government of West Bengal which has been motivating and helping
out PVTG children to take up education so that they can motivate
towards improve the education. Most the parents arc not paying
attention towards their education properly. So, children went to forest
for forest product collection and rearing goat to sustain their
livelihood. The level education of the

PVTG's of South Bengal is improving little. | th
districts Paschim Medinipur is better than two districts. T e BHas
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Recommendation

To improve the level of education among the PVTG in South

Bengal, the following observation and suggestions may be

Some suggestions are advanced which can be acted upon on

prioﬁtybuﬁainoolla‘bomlionwiththeed:mﬁmﬁuuweﬂu
govermment and quasi- government agencies,

l.

-

6'

The Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes Commission's
mpnrtmyuhuatn:harinmnuibuluusmmtm\tu
thorough knowledge of tribal life and culture. He must speak
tribal language or the local language, through which the
students are comfortable to gain knowledge. Only so can he
be in a position to act as a friend, philosopher and guide and a
real guru to the tribal people.

Actually, the gap between teachers and student can be best
reduced by appointing teachers from the tribal community
itself or a separate cadre of teachers for tribal areas, with some
inducements, should be created to serve the educational necds
of the tribal society.

The literacy and educational status is very low among the
selected PVTGs. The chronic problem of teacher absenteeism
needs priority attention. This aspect has to be addressed to
with all sincerity of efforts so that the teaching — leaming
situation is improved among the PYTG's in South Bengal.
Thus, emphasis should be given on priority basis for
promotion of PVTG's education than the other Tribal
communities. Necessary infrastructure and the appointment of
teacher belonging to the community should be encouraged. If
no such teacher is available, others with a positive attitude and
understanding about tribal community should be employed in
the arca. Teachers must be provided free accommodation
facilities in the school campus to reduce the drop out.

Proper awareness campaign should be organized to create the
awareness about the importance of education among each
Lodha/Sabar and Birhor villages.

Social sccurity of students, especially of adolescent girls is of
great concern in residential schools.

Need some awareness for the guardian to enroll their children
for better environment and nutrition.
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